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T Seven Asante Villages were identified by the Technology Consultancy Centre [1975] of Kumasi;

I verified five (Dabaa,Kapro, Esaso, Adankwame and Ohwim) and added four (Asamang, Ahwia or Ehwia,
Tantokro and Abrade, the latter no longer making beads).

* The Krobo tOWI‘lS/VillageS visited were Odumanse, Aboabo, Sikaben, Koforidua end Ago-
menya (the last two are markets).

TA mold for longitudinal beads was shown me by Ntin Kwabea, one of the informants on Osei Kwame.
A photo of Osei Kwame in the Museum at Legon shows him making these beads.

§ Archaeological finds in Ghana include Adansi Ahinsan 1680-1750 [Calvocoressi 1969:6];
Twifo Heming 1690-1710 [Bellis 1972:85]; and Dawu, dated 1400-1700 by T. Shaw [1961], but 1600-1700 by
Quzzane [1962]. They are at Elmina, terminal date 1873 [DeCorse 1989] and Daboya [Shinnie and Kense
1989:199, bead 333; a surface find]. Unpublished examples at Legon include Woduku ca. 1600-1800 and
Dixcove, no date.

** Historical data include Barbot’s description and Bowdich [1966:268] sneering, "The natives pre-
tend that imitations are made in the country, which they call boiled beads, alleging that they are broken aggrey
beads ground into powder and boiled together, and that they know them because they are heavier; but this I
find to be mere conjecture among themselves, unsupported by any thing [s/] like observation or discovery.”
A typical passage, mixing up Koli and powder-glass beads and not believing that the natives could do anything
of interest.

BODOM: % The definition is mostly Lamb’s [1976]. Kalous [1979b] ridiculed the idea that such valued
beads could be powder-glass; the acrimonious debate between them was not all published. My experience
confirmed by J.E.J.M. van Landerwijk and Ghanaians indicate that Lamb was right. I cannot agree with Liu
[1991], who suggests a Ruropean origin; none of his characteristics rule out an African origin. In addition to
Bodom dark cores, both the Bodom and Akosu in the Center’s collection have a few tiny flecks which have
been confirmed to be of gold; the broken Bodom has them in the core. This may also be diagnostic..

* Adanse: Lamb [1976:37) suggested that Daaku ask questions about beads. Informants in the 16 villages
all ranked Bodom high in status, most saying they reflected the wealth and dignity of a chief or indicated

wealth.. Twelve said they came from the north and ten that they were from the ground (some affirmed both).
The two people who found Bodom are in Daaku [1969:266, 315].

2{3 Meyerowitz’s [1951:50, 206, pls. 95-7] discussion of beads often seems misinformed. All beads on
the plates appear to be Venetian, except perhaps the Gyanie, which are more likely translucent than opaque
blue.

§ Excavated Bodom: Of New Buipe beads, 1.amb [1976:34] said, "beads of this general type going

back to perhaps as early as the sixteenth century’ were found. None are in York {1973], nor in the National
Museum at Accra, though collections have been mixed up. Perhaps Lamb meant simply powder-glass beads.

USES OF BEADS: My sources have been Quarm [1989] on the Asante and Akim of the center,
the Aowin and Nzima of the southwest and the Ga, Krobo and Ewe of the southeast. Sackey [1985] reported
on the Fante and is strong on the Dipo ceremony. Kumekpor [1970-71] summarized use among the Ewe. Cole
[1975] provided a summary for Ghana and compared use in Kenya. Information on the Adanse priests is in
Daaku {1969:325]. My contributions are the use of Vulcanic beads in the north, the bamboo beads and
elaboration of the romantic use of beads.

* The black seed has not been identified botanically.

+ The romantic uses of beads in Wadai (Chad) were discussed by El-Tunisi [El-Tounsy 1851:334-5],
where he was resident in 1811-12. See also Francis [1992b].
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Captions (Plate 3 and 4)
Plate 3 (Inside Back Cover)

3A (Upper Left): A hired worker at Teshie House, Accra, grinds beads strung on a wire against a large
grinding stone to smooth them and give them the same diameter,

38 (Upper Right): Elizabeth Bruce of Teshle House demonstrates the cooking of beads. The pot was used
when the house did this work. A charcoal fire was lit under the pot, containing beads and organic matter.

3C (Lower Left): Altered beads from the African trade. Row 1: Beads ground to bevel the ends. Row 2: A
yellow heart ground into a hexagonal bicone, two beads with decorations ground off, and two broken and
ground millefiori beads. Row 3: Drawn Czech bead used to make Koli beads, small Koli bead, a drawn striped
bead heated in adifferentway. Rows 4-6: Koli and striped beads altered by heating. Longest bead 4.5 cm.

30 (Lower Right): Upper left an Akosu; upper right a large Adjagba; bottom a Bodom, Akosu 3.3 cm long.
Plate 4 (Back Cover)

4A (Top): Powder-glass beads from Ghana. (Mold 7.6 cm. long.)

Row 1: Five beads made in a horizontal mold as was done in the 1930s at Goaso. Two beads from Dabaa,
the firstone made in a different style of horizontal mold.

Row 2: Older Asante beads. The first four are Awarypa beads. The next four are striped beads favored on
women’s waist strands. The last four are of more unusual designs, with horizontal iayers which have been
made to resemble combing and other hot-glass decorations.

Row 3; Asante beads from Ohwim, 1990.

Row 4: Asante beads 1 - 7 from Asamang; 8 - 10 from Abrade, 1990,

Row 5: Asante beads 1 - 5 from Pokro; 6 - 8 from Dabaa, 1990,

Row 6: Krobo beads. Beads 1 - 3 and the three rows to the right from Aboabo, 1990. Four beads in fourth
place from left from Sikaben, 1990. Bead with spot, older style from market. Mold fragment from Sikaben.
The red bead to the top left of the mold melted into the depression for the cassava stick; it is from Ohwim.
To the bottom left of the mold is a typical length of cassava stick for the perforation.

Strand 1: Dabaa, 1990. Strand 2: This strand has European trade beads and a dozen unusual powder-
glass beads decorated with small European beads, including chevrons. The effect resembies millefiories.

4B (Bottom) European trade beads (Elbow bead, row 5, no. 2, Is 4.3 cm long.)

Row 1. Lamp-wound beads typical of late eighteenth and early nineteenth century Venice. Note the
chevron atthe end and the lamp-wound imitation to its left.

Row 2. Lamp-wound beads typical of early nineteenth century Venice. The first is an imitation Bodom, the
second an imitation Akosu. The fourth and fifth are white hearts. The bead on the end is heavy in lead; a
strand of these was found in the 1873 fire at Elmina.

Row 3: Beads typical of early twentieth century Venice. Note the brighter and more garish colors, especially
the selenium reds and cadmium sulfide yellows compared to the earlier beads.

Row 4: Venetian millefiori beads made before World War | by the bundled cane method.

Row 5: Venetian millefiori beads with designs made by simply layering or molding. The second bead is
known as an "elbow® (compare plate 2C). The third one is flattened.

Row 6: Czech beads, mostly molded, from the nineteenth century. The first bead is a Vaseline bead; note
the conical hole. The next beads imitate shell, granite and powder-glass beads made on a horizontal mold.
The three blue beads were drawn as hexagonal tubes and further faceted. The two pendants are molded.
Row 7: Czech beads of types that appear on the J.F, Sick & Co. cards from the 1830s. The first, third, fifth,
and ninth through twelfth are interlocking beads; only the third was not made by the Prosser technique. The
bead on the end is a Vulcanite bead; to its left is a plastic disc resembling it.
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