
_A full report will be in a future issue of The Bead Forum, but I can provide some information
about finances and membership. As of January 6, we have $20,418.37 in our checking

account, $16,252.48 in a money market account with Wells Fargo, and US$1,059.56 in a C

Canadian checking account that is used by our Editor. Not bad for a small organization in
slow economic times.

In terms of membership, here is the information as of the end of 2003:

Individuals, North America: 59

Individuals, Overseas: 9

Institutions: 13

Bead Societies, Free Distribution, etc.: 18

TOTAL: 99

I should note that there are a few people and institutions that just joined for 2004, and so they
are not included on this list. A number of 2002 members did not renew, and I will be doing a

special mailing to those individuals to try and get them to rejoin. My primary objective in
2004 is to increase membership, not only of individuals but also of institutions. A few
months ago, I convinced the University of Arkansas Library to become a subscriber, and I
encourage our members at universities to urge their libraries to subscribe.

Editor’s Report (Karklins): During 2003, Volume 14 of BEADS was printed and mailed to

2002 members. Manuscripts for future issues are in short supply, and the Editor urges

members to submit quality manuscripts on all aspects of bead research.

Newsletter (The Bead Forum) Editor’s Report (Pfeiffer): Largely due to problems getting
mailing labels from the previous Secretary—Treasurer, production of The Bead Forum fell
behind. This should be remedied in 2004. Please send news items and short articles on bead

research for inclusion in future issues.

New Business: The family of Peter Francis, Jr. has inquired about SBR taking over the

Horace C. Beck Grants, which were previously managed by Peter through his Center for Bead

Research. These grants, named after the famed bead pioneer, are small mini-grants meant

especially for students in developing countries. After some discussion, the members present

unanimously agreed that SBR should administer these grants. Acting President Mitchem
proposed (and the members present agreed) that this will not become effective until a new

President is elected.

A question was then raised about the possibility of accepting payment for memberships and

publications in Euros. This might help SBR expand membership and readership in Europe.

Mitchem said he will check with the bank in Arkansas about the extra costs involved.
Discussion also covered whether PayPal could be used. Editor Karklins said he would
investigate this.

There being no further new business nor any old business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:20

AM.

Respectfully submitted, Jeffrey M. Mitchem, Secretary-Treasurer.
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