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total) when paying through them. We have to pass this modest cost on in order to keep from
losing money. The convenience and lower cost of currency exchange should be worth it in

most cases.
---------Jeffrey M. Mitchem, SBR Secretary-Treasurer

DONATIONS, BENEFACTORS, AND GRANTS-——THANK YOU!

The Society of Bead Researchers gratefully acknowledges donations in 2004 from Joan

Eppen, Donna Garaventa, and The Bead Society. We are also grateful for memberships at the

Benefactor level from Recursos de Santa Fe, Joan Eppen, and The Bead Society. Thanks are

also due to the Northwest Bead Society for a grant to help defray expenses associated with
publication of color plates in BEADS. Thank you all for your support!

OTHER BEAD RELATED NEWS

FIRST INTERNATIONAL JET CONFERENCE

The ls’ Jomadas Internacionales sobre el Azabache was held from May 7 through 9, 2004, in
Villaviciosa, Spain. Organized by Spanish jet researcher Valentin Monte Carreo and the

Asociacion para el Desairollo de la Tradicion del Azabache en Asturias, the conference

brought together jet artisans and researchers from Spain, Great Britain, and the United States.

Jet is a type of coal that is fossilized from a specic tree. It can be carved and polished to

produce beautiful black jewelry, beads, and other decorative objects.

The conference featured a number of formal presentations, along with demonstrations by
artisans and a eld trip to several of the abandoned jet mines in the Asturias region of
northern Spain. The rst day’s presentations reported on a number of scientic analyses of
jet and its sources, as well as an archaeological discussion of the jet mines in the Asturias
region and the conditions in which the miners worked. The second day included an illustrated
discussion of the British (Whitby) jet industry, especially the items produced during the

Victorian era. Another presentation featured jet artifacts exported from Spain to the New
World, with a focus on those recovered from Spanish colonial archaeological sites in the

southeastern United States. The third day included a discussion of jet objects associated with
La Ruta Jacobea (the Santiago religious pilgrimage) and other religious uses of jet in Spain.

This was followed by an overview of jet and its popular uses in various parts of the New

World. The morning of the third day was devoted to a eld trip to several of the abandoned

mines, where participants not only were able to see the mines and appreciate the difficult
conditions in which miners worked, but were also allowed to collect pieces of jet from the

tailings.

On the mornings of the rst two days, several artisans demonstrated jet working, making
beads, jewelry, and elaborate carvings. Ramon Requeixo Rebon, a master jet artisan from
Santiago de Compostela, carved exquisite, detailed religious plaques, higa pendants, and other

objects. Hal Redvers-Jones, jet artisan from Whitby (Yorkshire), made earrings and pendants
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