
Haudenosaunee Beadwork: Memories for Sale
Karlis Karklins

W      hile many North American Aborigi-
nal groups have produced distinctive 
beadwork for sale to tourists over the 

centuries, that of the Haudenosaunee or Six-Na-
tions Iroquois stands out for uniqueness of design, 
technique, and variety. Items produced prior to 
the 19th century generally consisted of traditional 
items such as leggings, moccasins, and pouches 
decorated with beadwork that lay �at on the cloth 
or hide backing. �en, possibly as early as the lat-
ter part of the 18th century, the Haudenosaunee 
began to produce items that were not part of their 
culture and were intended solely for sale to tourists 
� items such as pincushions (Figure 1), wall pock-
ets, picture frames, hanging urns, scissor holders, 
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smoking caps, and �at and box purses (Biron 
2012; Elliott 2003, 2011; Karklins 2007). 

What inspired this new beadwork is uncer-
tain. Did Haudenosaunee women see or hear 
of such items and begin making them or did an 
Indian agent or some entrepreneur approach the 
Haudenosaunee beadworkers and suggest they 
make such items for sale to visitors as a source of 
income? Later on the beaders may have been in-
spired by the patterns shown in fashion magazines 
such as Godey�s Magazine and Lady�s Book which 
often provided instructions for making sundry 
novelty items. 

Most of the �new� beadwork is distinguished 
by the raised nature of the major design elements. 

Figure 1. Two extraordinary Mohawk beaded souvenir cushions ca. 1910. A beaver and an elephant grace the left one, 
while the head of a moose and two grouse appear on the other (photo: Warren Wheeler; courtesy of Longyear Museum of 
Anthropology, Colgate University).
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While linear components such as borders and the 
stalks of �owers are laid �at and couched at short 
intervals, the strands of other components bow up 
above the surface, sometimes to a height of 2.5 cm
or more. Another notable feature of Haudenosaunee 
souvenir beadwork is the incorporation of wording 
and dates into the design.

�e beadwork created by the Haudenosaunee 
was marketed in a number of ways. After the Erie 
Canal was completed in 1825, people began to �ock 
to Niagara Falls to view this natural wonder. It thus 
became the ideal spot for the local Seneca and Tus-
carora beaders to sell their goods. �e earliest image 
we have of this activity is a hand-colored stereoscopic 
card produced by William England of the London 
Stereoscopic Co. in 1859 (Figure 2). While di�cult to 

see, their wares seem primarily to be cushions adorned 
with colorless seed beads with red cloth in the center. 
�e caption on the back of the card reads in part:

Goat Island during the summer season is much 
frequented by vendors of souvenirs of the Falls, 
for few can pay a visit here without carrying 
away some little article of curiosity as a remem-
brance thereof; hence those who keep shop 
�under the shade of the greenwood tree,� drive 
a considerable and pro�table trade. Amongst 
them the Indian women are conspicuous, as 
seated on the sward they curiously contrive 
purses, pincushions, needle-books, slippers, 
caps, and other numerous articles in elegant 
bead work, which for beauty of design and 
neatness of execution is unsurpassed. In the 

Figure 2. “Group of Indian Women at Bead Work.” Enhanced B&W detail of one frame of a hand-colored stereoscopic 
card produced by the London Stereoscopic Co. in 1859. While the text on the card indicates these are Seneca women, they 
may well be Tuscarora (courtesy of Gerry Biron).
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Figure 3. Tuscarora women selling souvenir beadwork 
on Goat Island at Niagara Falls, ca. 1870 (photo: George 
Barker).

Figure 4.  Tuscarora women (Matilda Hill on the right) vending an abundance of beadwork at Niagara Falls in 1931. One 
wonders how they did since this was in the early days of the Great Depression (courtesy of the National Anthropological 
Archives, Smithsonian Institution).

neighbourhood of Niagara in times past, ere the 
white face set foot upon their territory were the 
hunting grounds, of the Seneca Indians, and it 
is the remnant of this scattered tribe that gains a 
subsistence by the manufacture and sale of fancy 
articles upon the ground where at one time the 
tribe held undisputed sway. 

In the early 1870s, George Barker, a local pho-
tographer, took a series of posed stereoscopic images 
of Tuscarora women selling beadwork on Goat Island 
(e.g., Figure 3). As in the 1859 image, the items are 
decorated with colorless beads with red or purple 
centers (based on actual examples), but various forms 
are now clearly visible, including lobed and square 
cushions, and little purses. �e cloth centers on the 
cushions bear the beaded wording: �From Niagara 
Falls.� Figure 4 shows the sales setup at the Falls some 
60 years later.

Not all items were sold by the beaders themselves. 
�ere were also a number of stores and bazaars at the 
Falls that sold Haudenosaunee beadwork and crafts. 
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Figure 5. Dean’s Metamora Indian Depot situated at 
the foot of the bridge leading to Luna and Goat islands, 
Niagara Falls, ca. 1860 (detail of an unattributed stereoview 
card).

Figure 6. A booth offering Mohawk beadwork, likely in or 
near Montreal, Quebec, 1906 (courtesy of the Kahnawà:ke  
Photography Archive, Kanien’kehá:ka Onkwawén:na 
Raotitióhkwa Language and Cultural Center).Among the early ones was Dean�s Metamora Indian 

Depot situated at the foot of the bridge leading to 
Luna and Goat islands (Figure 5). �e Tuscarora had 
the exclusive right to sell on Goat Island, but elsewhere 
at the Falls, especially in the shops, there was work 
available from a host of diverse Indian Nations. 

While the Tuscarora had a lucrative location at 
Niagara Falls to sell their beadwork, members of the 
other Iroquois Nations were not as lucky and had to 
travel far and wide to sell their goods at fairs, exhibi-
tions, and other public events. Numerous Mohawk 
cushions and other beaded items bear the names of 
numerous towns, cities, and events scattered all over 
the Northeast. Some, which went even further a�eld, 
bear the names �Yukon� and �Fairbank[s].�

�e Mohawk beaders were centered at Kahn-
awake (formerly Caughnawaga), Quebec, just south of 
Montreal, and Akwesasne, about 100 km to the south-
west near Cornwall, Ontario (Fletcher 1888:565). 
Figure 6 shows a Mohawk souvenir booth in 1906. 
One of the hanging match pockets bears the wording 
�Montreal� so it is likely that this picture was taken 
either at Kahnawake or in Montreal itself. Another 
photograph (Figure 7) shows Mohawk beadwork 
being sold in 1910 in an outdoor setting, possibly at 
Kahnawake. Some super items are o�ered, including 
a horseshoe that asks: �Are you single?� Going further 
a�eld, Mohawk cushions and other items are visible 
in a postcard view of the Indian Village near Halifax, 
Nova Scotia, around 1905 (Figure 8). 

�e production and sale of Haudenosaunee bead-
work continues to the present day, with many of the 
old forms being replicated, but using much brighter 
colors in both beads and fabrics. Much of this is now 
considered to be more of an art form rather than just a 
mere category of souvenirs.
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Figure 8. Mohawk beaded cushions on sale near 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, ca. 1905 (postcard from the author’s 
collection).

Figure 7. A Mohawk family offering beadwork for sale, possibly at Kahnawake, 1910 (courtesy of the Kahnawà:ke Pho-
tography Archive, Kanien’kehá:ka Onkwawén:na Raotitióhkwa Language and Cultural Center).
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New Beads from Scogliamiglio Umberto Veneziana Using 1940s Cane Stock
Nicole Anderson and Rosanna Falabella

One confounding problem of dating beads is 
well known, namely the copying of older designs by 
more recent bead artisans. For example, mille�ori pat-
terns and bead shapes (e.g., tabular) from the Roman 
era were copied by the Venetians centuries later. �is 
trend has continued in recent times, most notably by 
modern reproductions of Venetian beads from the late 
1800s to the mid 1900s era. Most of these reproduc-
tions, also referred to as copies, fakes, and imitations, 
are being made in China, India, and Indonesia. �e re-
productions are often easy to spot because many of the 
distinctive glass colors used in Venice during the trade 
bead era are no longer being produced, due to the 
banning of toxic heavy metals (e.g., arsenic, barium, 
uranium) in the raw glass process. �e cost of gold was 
also a consideration for discontinuing the cranberry 
glass used for cornaline d�Aleppo and other red beads.

Figure 1. SUV “king” bead ca. 2010s (left) and a Vene-
tian trade bead from the late 1800s - early 1900s (right). The 
SUV bead is 26 mm in diameter (all photos by R. Falabella 
unless otherwise noted).

Figure 2. SUV beads, ca. 2021, made using 1940s vette 
di Firenze. The center bead is 11.5 mm in diameter.

Figure 3. SUV bead, ca. 2010s, decorated with antique 
“peacock” and other millefiori slices (top) and Venetian 
trade beads from the early 1900s (bottom). The SUV bead is 
20 mm in diameter.

Adding to this mix of reproductions are new glass 
beads made from old cane stock by the Venetian glass 
bead �rm, Scogliamiglio Umberto Veneziana (SUV). 
In the 1940s, Umberto Scogliamiglio founded the 
company in order to preserve the art of glass bead-
making in Venice (BeaPerla SUV 2022). Today, the 
bead artisans include Umberto�s descendants and their 
family members. �e beads are made using canes from 
their huge 1940s stock, which includes the multi-
colored, multi-layered �at rods called vette di Firenze 
(stringers of Florence). �ese are used to decorate 
beads that are tributes to old trade beads (Figure 1), as 
well as to create new bead designs (Figure 2). Addi-
tionally, antique Murano mille�ori cane slices (mur-
rini) decorate many SUV beads (Figures 3-5). 

As far as the authors have been able to deter-
mine, SUV beads began to appear in the United States 
around 2015. �e complication for both the bead 
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collector and the bead researcher is accurate identi-
�cation of the SUV beads; the authors have already 
encountered a collector with a strand of SUV biconical 
(aka �king�) beads who mistook them for uncirculated 
antique stock, and have identi�ed an SUV bead on 
a Facebook forum (Figure 5). Our report does not 
demean SUV beads, which are beautiful and exhibit 
excellent workmanship, but is intended to make the 
bead community aware of their existence so they are 
not confused with similar antique Venetian beads, now 
and in the future.

Figure 4. SUV bead, ca. 2010s, decorated with antique 
millefiori cane slices (left) and a Venetian trade bead from 
the early 1900s (right). The SUV bead is 24 mm in diameter.

Figure 5. Recent SUV bead made with millefiori cane 
slices from the 1940s. The stripes are formed by vette di 
Firenze (courtesy: Jane Anderson).
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Chinese CloisonnØ Dragon Beads Used as Obidome
Chris Prussing

Online sale o�erings of cloisonnØ dragon beads 
often describe them as made in Japan for use as ojime 
(beads to close pouches or inro) or obidome (beads to 
decorate the cord part of a kimono sash). �ese beads 
were in fact made in China and were most likely sold 
to the Japanese in the years before 1945, when Japan 
was active in China both militarily, diplomatically, 
and for business investment, and when many Japanese 
lived in Beijing and environs.

Japanese presence in China between the 1894 
First Sino-Japanese war and the end of World War 
II was of course not con�ned to men and certainly 
included their wives and families. An account of the 
chaos in Peking following the end of World War II 
and the expelling of the Japanese notes, �quantities 
of silk kimonos to be seen on sale everywhere� (Boyd 
2012:211).

Figure 1. Chinese cloisonné dragon bead used as 
obidome (courtesy of Kyoko Matsumoto).

Kyoko Matsumoto (2022 pers. comm.), propri-
etor of the online Etsy shop KyokosCreations, provides 
direct evidence of a cloisonnØ dragon bead used as 
obidome (Figure 1): � My grandfather brought this 
back from China in the 1930s. My grandmother used 

Studying beads and need sources? Visit https://beadre-
search.org/resources/researching-the-worlds-beads-

bibliography/

https://beaperla.com/project/heritage/?v=2997dd3a515b
https://beaperla.com/project/heritage/?v=2997dd3a515b
mailto:thegloryofbeads@gmail.com
mailto:imustbead@gmail.com
https://beadresearch.org/resources/researching-the-worlds-beads-bibliography/
https://beadresearch.org/resources/researching-the-worlds-beads-bibliography/
https://beadresearch.org/resources/researching-the-worlds-beads-bibliography/
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Figure 2. Boxed Chinese cloisonné dragon bead, presented as obidome (courtesy of Frederick Bourguet Chavez).

it as an obijime [ed. note: the obijime is the cord used 
with the obidome], a piece of jewelry used to �nish 
o� the cord to keep the obi together when wearing 
a kimono.� �e collection of Frederick Chavez also 
contains an example of a boxed dragon bead presented 
as an obidome (Figure 2).

Figure 3. Chinese cloisonné dragon bead with rectangular openings for use as obidome (photo:Chris Prussing).

Other beads, generally disc-shaped and with rect-
angular openings, are also presented by Japanese sellers 
as obidome. �ese beads usually feature a phoenix on 
one side and a dragon on the other, a traditional pair-
ing symbolic of marriage. �at they were designed to �t 
on the �at braid often used for the obijime (cord) seems 
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Figure 4. Brooches by Rice-Weiner (photo:Chris Prussing).

obvious, but further evidence of this use � as opposed 
to use as a pendant � is that the di�erent images are pre-
sented horizontally between the holes to enable rotation 
to either the dragon or the phoenix. (Figure 3).

More evidence of Chinese origin is seen in the 
widespread use of this particular dragon motif in 
Chinese cloisonnØ bric-a-brac from the 1920s-1940s, 
such as small vases, condiment sets, napkin rings, small 
wine cups, round beads used as lamp �nials, and in 
costume jewelry (Prussing 2014a). �e motif also ap-
pears in Rice-Weiner brooch designs featuring Chi-
nese cloisonnØ beads and patented in 1941 (Figure 4) 
(Prussing 2013, 2014b).

Zero evidence has come to light to indicate pro-
duction of these dragon beads in Japanese cloisonnØ 
workshops. �is fact, along with their widespread 
heirloom presence in Japan, lead to the conclusion 
that they were Chinese products enjoyed by Japanese 
purchasers for a popular item of apparel.
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To �nd other publications related to bead 
research, visit the SBR�s extensive 

Resources page on our website. 
So Much Good Stu�.
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Society News

SBR BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES
�e SBR�s annual business meeting was called to or-

der at 11:05 A.M. PST on 17 March 2022 via Skype by 
President Jonathan M. Kenoyer. In attendance were Edi-
tor Karlis Karklins and Secretary-Treasurer Alice Scherer.

OLD BUSINESS

President’s Report
�e president has tried to increase membership 

among bead people in China but with little success. 
Furthermore, Covid has restricted his usual travels 
abroad so it has not been possible to spread the word 
about the SBR that way. He will try again when he 
visits India and Pakistan later this year. 
Editor’s Report

Volume 33 of BEADS: Journal of the Society of 
Bead Researchers was printed and distributed during 
the latter part of December 2021. As last year, to save 
on postage, the Canadian and overseas issues were 
mailed from Ottawa, while those destined for the U.S. 
were bulk shipped to Tom Elliott in Johnson City, NY, 
where he repackaged and mailed them via substantially 
cheaper media mail. Our thanks to Tom for undertak-
ing this time-consuming task. �anks also to Charles 
Bradley who helped load and haul many boxes of 
journals to the Ottawa post o�ce.

Associate Editor Alison K. Carter helped review 
submitted articles, while Newsletter Editor Rosanna 
Falabella compiled �e Bead Forum nos. 78-79 in a 
timely manner. As always, I express my gratitude to 
Dave Weisel and Alice Scherer for making the journal 
and newsletter, respectively, look as good as they do.
Secretary/Treasurer’s Report

Secretary-Treasurer Scherer reports that the SBR 
had 217 paid members in 2021; in 2020 we had 199, 
for a gain of 18 members. Our members are mostly 
from the U.S. (152) and Canada (17), but Europe sup-
plied 36, the Middle East 2, Asia and Australia 5 each, 
and South America 1. Institutions make up 13 of our 
members and bead societies/museums 4. �ere were 
also 11 comp�ed memberships.

Total revenues for 2021 were $15,676.10* and 
total expenditures were $14,469.43*. 

As of 31 December 2021, the balances in the 
various SBR accounts were:

U.S. Bank Checking Account	 US$     4,096.71 
PayPal Account	 US$        290.07 
Vanguard Account**	 US $  23,767.15
TD-CT Account (CD$8,509.80)	 US$     6,985.06 
Petty Cash 	 US$        107.58
Sub-Total	 US $  35,246.57
Outstanding Ebsco Deposit	   +US$          25.00
Sub-Total	 US$   35,271.57 
Outstanding TD-CT 2021 Exp  
       (CD$8,170.62)  	  -US$     6,708.17 
Total	 US$   28,563.40
* Includes credits and debits as per bottom of Summary Report. 
** �e amount as noted above for our Vanguard account does not 
include $616.21 in unrealized gain; as per the 31 December 2021 
Vanguard statement balance of $24,383.36. A full accounting of 
Vanguard monies is available upon request.

Summary Report
Balance End of 2020	 US$   27,356.73 
Plus 2021 Income	 +US$   15,143.57 
Subtotal	 US$  42,500.30 
Minus 2021 Expenses	 -US$     13,974.58 
Subtotal	 US$   28,525.72 
Credits	 +US$        521.75 
Reimbursements	 -US$        494.85 
Reconciliation	 +US$          10.78
Total Monies at end of 2021	 US $  28,563.40

NEW BUSINESS

Proposed SBR Membership Fee Increase
Having taken a hard look at what it has cost to 

produce, print, and mail the last few SBR journals in 
light of current membership fees, it is clear that the 
Society is now essentially losing on both individual 
membership levels and a dues increase is necessary if 
the Society is to get back on a solid �nancial footing. 
�e SBR Board of Directors is therefore proposing the 
following revised fee structure (the current rates are in 
brackets).
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Individual: $30 US/Canada [$25]; $45 elsewhere [$35]
Sustaining: $50 [$45]
Patron: $100 [$75]
Benefactor: $150 [same]

To accommodate those who are digitally oriented 
and to promote memberships during a time of belt 
tightening, the Board also proposes a Digital Only 
membership at $25 worldwide. �ese members would 
receive only a digital copy of the journal (no paper 
copy), as well as the two digital newsletters.

�ese proposed fee increases require a vote of the 
membership, so please �ll out and return the ballot 
that accompanies this newsletter by 31 May 2022 (you 
may vote by email if you like). If approved, the new 
fees will take e�ect for the 2023 membership year. 
SBR Secretary-Treasurer Election Results

President Kenoyer reported that 46 ballots were 
cast in the recent election for Secretary-Treasurer and 
incumbent Alice Scherer was unanimously re-elected for 
the period 2022-2024. Ms. Scherer notes, however, that 
this will be her last term as Secretary-Treasurer and she 
would like to limit it to just two years (2022-2023). If 
you are interested in running for this position, contact 
Karlis Karklins at karlis4444@gmail.com. �e nominee 
must be a member of the Society in good standing.
President’s Position Up for Election

Mark Kenoyer�s second term as President ends 31 
December 2022. As he will not be running for reelec-
tion, we are seeking nominees for that position. �e 
term is for three years (2023-2025). If you would like 
to nominate someone, please contact Karlis Karklins, 
chair of the Nominations and Elections Committee, 
at karlis4444@gmail.com. �e nominee must be a So-
ciety member in good standing. Ballots will be mailed 
with the autumn issue of �e Bead Forum.

�ere being no other new business, the meeting 
was adjourned at 11:45 A.M. PST.

� Respectfully submitted,  
Alice Scherer, Secretary-Treasurer, 17 March 2022

SBR Student Conference Travel Award
Students who plan on presenting a paper on some 

aspect of bead research at a bona �de conference later 
this year or early in 2023 are reminded that the Society 
o�ers the Student Conference Travel Award. It is in 
the amount of $500 US and intended to assist under-
graduate or graduate students to travel to a national or 
international conference to present their research. �e 
deadline for applications is 15 November 2022. �e 
applicant must be enrolled in a valid BA, MA, or PhD 
degree-granting program and also needs to be a cur-
rent member of the Society of Bead Researchers. For 
details: https://beadresearch.org/studentconference-
travel-award/
Herewith We Express Our Gratitude

A special thank you to those members who�ve 
helped ensure the �nancial well-being of the SBR 
through their Sustaining, Patron, or Benefactor mem-
bership monies. We are grateful for your help. Our list 
below runs from 23 September 2021 through 15 April 
2022.

Sustaining ($45+) Gretchen Stolte, Joy Brisighella, 
Abraham Silverman, Dennis McKibben, Catherine 
Paget, Terry O�Neill, Giorgio Teruzzi, Ellen Belcher, 
Deborah Zinn, Farnosh Bolvardi, Jean Nicholls, 
Michele Owsley, Joanna �en-Ob�uska, Andrea Tur-
chetto, Paul Johnson, and Penelope Drooker.
Patron ($75+)  William Schultz, Sindi Schloss, Tonia 
Marek, Vance Martin, Rosanna Falabella, Joseph Mellin, 
Karen King, Gregory Waselkov, Julie Joynt, and Lorann 
Pendleton �omas.
Benefactor ($150+) Harley Glesby (2021), Joan 
Eppen, Brian Laak, Carrie Swerbenski, Je� Mitchem, 
Gretchen Dunn, Mark Kenoyer, Harley Glesby 
(2022), and Frank Ruggiero.

https://beadresearch.org/studentconference-travel-award
https://beadresearch.org/studentconference-travel-award
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SBR Treasurer�s Summary Report for 2021
OPENING BALANCE AS OF 1 JANUARY 2021...........................................................................$27,356.73

INCOME........................................................................................................................................$15,143.57
Annual Dues

Individual-North America................................................... 3,595.00
Individual-Overseas............................................................. 1,470.00
Sustaining .......................................................................... 1,305.00
Patron ................................................................................... 925.00
Benefactor .......................................................................... 1,400.00.............8,695.00

Journal Sales ..........................................................................................................4,210.00

Investment Income....................................................................................................809.09

Donations ................................................................................................................260.67
Miscellaneous

Prepaid Postage $1,152.13, Prepaid PayPal fee $.27, Sales Tax $16.41............1,168.81

EXPENSES.....................................................................................................................................$13,974.58
Journal Production (Volume #33)

Layout................................................................................. 1,395.00
Printing............................................................................... 4,080.45.............5,475.45

Newsletter Printing (Issues #78-79)...........................................................................236.00
Back Issues, reprinting (V 32 $668.52, V 28 $420.91, V 25 $367.27).................$1,456.70
Postage/Shipping

Journal (Annual Issue)......................................................... 2,237.83
Newsletter (Two Issues) (using stamps on hand) ..................[164.66] 
General (Back Issues and Other) ........................................ 1,727.74.............3,965.57

Website (Domain Names, Web Hosting, Site Maintenance) ..................................1,539.56

O�ce Expenses (Stationery, Supplies, PO Box Rent)
Secretary-Treasurer................................................................. 344.55
Editor..................................................................................... 306.79................651.34

Miscellaneous
PayPal ($430.86), Intl trans fee ($.49), Sales Tax ($16.41).....  447.76
Cost of Selling (eBay)............................................................... 82.10
Academia.edu Premium Fee (Editor Expense).......................... 50.10
Oregon Corporation Filing Fees............................................... 70.00................649.96

Preliminary Closing Balance as of 31 December 2021....................................................................$28,525.72
Credits $521.75 plus Debits ($494.85)...............................................................26.90
Reconciliation.................................................................................................... 10.78

FINAL CLOSING BALANCE AS OF 31 DECEMBER 2021.........................................................$28,563.40
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SBR Proposed Budget for 2022
OPENING BALANCE AS OF 1 JANUARY 2022...........................................................................$28,563.40

INCOME........................................................................................................................................$11,650.00
Annual Dues

Individual-North America........................................................ 3,400
Individual-Overseas.................................................................. 1,300
Sustaining................................................................................ 1,000
Patron......................................................................................... 800
Benefactor................................................................................ 1,400..................7,900

Journal Sales ...............................................................................................................1,800
Investment Income ........................................................................................................900

Donations......................................................................................................................250

Prepaid Postage..............................................................................................................800

EXPENSES.....................................................................................................................................$14,220.00

Journal Production (Volume #34)
Layout...................................................................................... 1,400
Printing.................................................................................... 6,000..................7,400

Newsletter Printing (Issues #80-81)................................................................................250

Postage/Shipping
Journal..................................................................................... 3,200
Newsletter .................................................................................. 160
General ................................................................................... 1,000..................4,360

Website (Domain Names, Web Hosting, Maintenance).................................................600

O�ce Expenses (Stationery, Supplies, PO Box Rent)
Secretary/Treasurer...................................................................... 500
Editor.......................................................................................... 100.....................600

Student Conference Travel Award...................................................................................500
Miscellaneous

Bank, PayPal and Square Charges ............................................... 290
Cost of Selling............................................................................. 100
Academia.edu Premium Fee.......................................................... 50
Oregon Corporation Filing Fees.................................................... 70.....................510

PROJECTED CLOSING BALANCE AS OF 31 DECEMBER 2022..............................................$25,993.40

� Respectfully submitted, Alice Scherer, Secretary-Treasurer (17 March 2022)
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“The Art of Glass Beads” – a UNESCO Intan-
gible Cultural Heritage of Humanity

On 17 December 2020, ��e Art of Glass Beads� 
(Italy and France) was o�cially added to the UNESCO 
list of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. �is 
award encompasses three divisions in glass bead produc-
tion: a lume (lamp work/�ame work), da canna beads 
(beads from hollow cane), and the production and 
use of murrini (Figure 1). �e geographical locations 
speci�ed are Venice and the Venetian Lagoon islands of 
Murano, Burano, and Torcello, and the workshops of 
˛le-de-France, Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes, Nouvelle-Aquita-
ine, and Occitanie in France (UNESCO 2020a, b).

Since the early 14th century, Venice has been a 
pioneer in the manufacture of glass beads in all three 
categories. As such, the verdict of UNESCO was truly 
a grand celebration, as related by local government 
o�cials. �e mayor of Venice, Luigi Brugnaro, com-
mented, �It is a source of great pride to be able to see 
such a prestigious and signi�cant recognition for one 
of the excellences of our tradition.� Luca Zaia, presi-
dent of the Veneto region, said it was:

Excellent news, which comes at a particularly 
di�cult time for Venetian craftsmanship and its 
activities. �e activities of glass furnaces and arti-
sans have been hard hit by the e�ects of the health 
crisis, many are on the brink due to the collapse of 
tourism but also due to the closure of international 
markets and fairs (AFP 2020).

Even before the global pandemic, cheap repro-
ductions of Venetian glass beads were mass-produced 
in China and elsewhere and sold for pennies, resulting 
in the decline of this artisan industry. Today, Venetian 
glass is further threatened by the high price of gas 
needed to �re the furnaces; glassblowers in Murano 
have been shutting furnaces since last year (Pitrelli 
2022). More sad news was just relayed  as of mid-
March; E�etre, the last Murano factory that makes 
cane for beadwork, has shut their furnaces, leaving 
Venetian and other bead artisans without a source of 
glass for their creations once existing stock runs out.

�e o�cial recognition of ��e Art of Glass Beads� 
by UNESCO, by acknowledging the history, culture, 

Announcement

Figure 1. A glass bead being decorated with murrini in 
the workshop of  Scogliamiglio Umberto Veneziana (SUV) 
(courtesy of SUV).

and authentic production of glass beads from Italy and 
France, also carries the hope that this cultural heritage will 
somehow be protected from further decline.
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Conferences and Symposia
European Association of Archaeologists (EAA)  
Annual Meeting. Session 176: Ornaments as a Key 
to Understanding the Hunter-Gatherer to Farming 
Transition in Europe.

ELTE Eötvös LorÆnd University 
Mœzeum krt. 4 
Budapest, Hungary 
31 August to 3 September 2022 

�is session gathers together Mesolithic and 
Neolithic specialists to discuss all the issues related 
to ornaments and their links with changes, continu-
ity, and interactions in the Neolithization process. It 
will explore evidence for changes and continuities in 
ornamentation practices, technologies, and materials 
through this complex period of economic and social 
transformation using examples from across Europe and 
western Asia. To attend the session, either in person or 
virtually, you will need to register for the conference: 
https://www.e-a-a.org/eaa2022. 

Free downloads of many past articles in 
Beads: Journal of the Society of Bead Researchers

available at http://surface.syr.edu/beads/

https://www.e-a-a.org/eaa2022
http://surface.syr.edu/beads/

