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CHAPTER FIVE

,u2£€as the jaw, the femur, and parts of the pelvis, among the

A
i

i = st durable objects in any grave are the imorganic objects re-

i ity of inferring the material culture of a people by analyzing

iheir burials..Some archaeologists argue thag burial costumes and
grave goods would be either more or less ornate tgan those actually
used by the culture, it all depending upon how the particular cul-
ture regarded its dead., We have no problems of this kind at the

R, M, Site; there have been found no colonial burials which could

be profitably excavated without a fervor being raised by one heri-
tage conscious group er another, All of the items found at the R, M,
Site and illustrated in Plates XXXI and XXXVI, and listed in Tables

IX and X are doubtlessly ojects of everday wear by the living,

The glass beads found at the R, M, Site numbered twenty,

according to Fermstrom's analysis and breakdown of the data (Table

X). Of these, only eleven were found in the collection when the

author assumed responsibility for it in the fall of 1963, The dis-
tribution of these eleven, when compared with the total number of
beads recovered, showed that four different types were missing
from the collection, By way of description of those beads which

were found by the author, we shall rely on the accurate picture
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provided by Fermstrom (Table X), supplementing it with photo-

;? graphic representation whemever possible,

! Pessibly used as trade goods with the Indians were the
four tubular copper beads listed in Table IX, but unfortunately
not photegraphed. Cotter (1958:7) illustrates a set of glass
beads which are similar to those from the R. M, Site, and which
he attributes to Indian trade, Of equal interest in the same il-
lustration are two pairs of scissors and a bell - the former being
similar to those illustrated in Plate XXXIII of this paper, and

"the latter being in one piece and, though severely crushéd, res-
sembling closely in size and shape the small bell from the R, M,

- Site (Plate XXXV), We have no way of knowing whether the beads il-
lustrated in Plate XXXVI were destined in whole or in part for the
Indian traders (the same may be said for the scissors and the bell),
A more extensive survey-of Indian graves and their bead remains
will be necessiry before any conclusive results are to be had..

It is pot unreasonable to.apeculate however, that a merchant ves- ‘
;él carrying among its cargo beads from Venice (Cotter 1958:102), and;
knewing that the Indians in Jamestown were a good market,would at-
tempt teo dispemse with some of its goods among the Indians of the
New England Colonies, | :
Kidd (1949:1L0) reports a total »of 65 glass beads from
his Ste. Marie I Site, Of these, twenty a large, mostly dark
blue, badly weathered, spherical glass beads - very similar, it
would seem, to beads D and E in Plate XXXIV, He also reported
45 beads of similar size and shape te the blue ones, but of red
glass. None like this were recovered from the R, M, Site,

Maxwell and Binford (1961:89), working at a site more recent

‘f» than R. M., report a predominance of long, ovoid, white glass beads °




Table X
Fernstrom's analysis of beads
: it i) ; : : £ "'. ; P s 5

" GIASS BEADS: DETAJ.ED mm)omw AND DE‘SCRIPI’ION :

A BT : s i i | Length ﬂlong Apprax. No. square

boecmens Colors of specimena :1/1000 of an Axis of Hols - Jgts per recovered

N : L R in°1/10000f Bead in WMisc. from - -
R TNEREE e A Y T ‘ ‘an inch | Grains ‘Data

~~~~~

1% Veg da.rk blue; transncent. 352° % 2195 i Frp A9 et L 1006 .
ek A o e e g T
: S & e 5 hls T4 22075 FE g Badly 3
B R e dis s ““.4 71 “corroded . 918
s g i o ] & broken.

o % Yellow, blue & white stripes 339 7 323 -, ‘11-_ S 919 £
G lon:ﬁtudinally reddish eyrds, 369 SHERREE B e T T s 3 given
’opaque. % Tl ’ : ¥ i

179 ¢ hedlum blue with three St T R 326 554 By . 5 1119
7./ longitudinal white stripea. T , AL e

Bt Blue, groemsh-white, S 258 7 2 281 R et I Pve 919 -

y opaque. : t ;‘ Broken’ * 289 . '+ 1 specimens - 9L9 A

4 e e 2827 - v, 14 are half’ 10L9-10L10
SRR P Ty ot 273 7%1  beads, oF' 10L2-10L3 -

: ; n 288 7. 1= less, split 11R1

LI | : 30L 1- lonzitudi- None gir‘n.
505 ; : nalIy

Light blue; translucent ./’ 286 225 s, < 3 None given.

-

-

<-4 Turned None gziven.
- 8lightly

SRRTE Dy : g . _opalescent.

222 th St WL
192.4 %5 T e e 300

Thite; ‘opaque ¢ . " 267 262

§ ats '\\'hi_f,e; opaqim

" Tight blue, opaque ¥ el R BT i el Coszoded. 1012-1013
o jv’Ledlum blue; translucent, AL A Ik RS S W One is‘now 1113
s ,A'onm £ 65y S,A32. e 7 1< Jopaque be- 11R3
ks W d ot o Bepo i L o TR AT e T Nt eangel of
: corrosion.

: Color of. clay. e’ 233 Bl T 3 .-Tubular, AL sl
: g pipe. o T T S e apparently ;#75 ringed, a ’ - None 'given,
S i‘ragnent e clay bead, ° SR T,

T e e Al L A, only .1 &7 ‘one end broken
o t { R ’ . ‘...n"_ y 3 T '. i ‘ | orf - ot
| oy . R " y %, 3 A T

75 . Total No. of Specimens. v : "
¥ T & .- i 4
i S TRES
: "3 5
4 ; e
: '
N Y % T & F



