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in the woods a grave built in the form of a box, containing
a quantity of skins and beaver and of moose, some arrows,
bows, wampum, beadwork, and other trinkets.™

Lack of the highly-prized trade-metal in this grave is
suggestive of an early date for the beadwork in this
burial, as the same author® records contemporary
grave goods as including guns, kettles, lead and pow-
der. Beads were obviously an extremely popular trade
item.

As to the types of trade beads available, LeClercq®
knew two women who treasured jet beads from an
unthreaded rosary. In the 1680’s, ‘Venice beads’ are
mentioned in an inventory of trade goods in
Québec.®? The Abenaki chapel of St. Frangois de
Sales in 1684 had an altar covered with collars of
‘.. .Bugle beads and strings of porcelain [wampum]
and articles worked with glass beads and porcupine
quills.”® All of these French-introduced beads would
presumably have been obtainable by the Micmac.

The Nova Scotia Museum collection® formerly
included a number of the older forms of trade beads,
described as ‘6 oval to semiglobular, dark purplish
blue; 4 oval, greenish blue; 1 oval, opaque white; 1
disk-shaped, opaque white’.

An excavation of a seventeenth-century burial
near Pictou, N.S., recovered 112 glass trade beads,
spherical, dark blue in colour, and 1/16” in diameter;
a large amount of very dark blue ovoid beads,
approximately 1/8” in length, and strung on a 2-ply
fibrous thread, were also found. A third type was of a
translucent ice-green colour, and spherical.55

The burial also included several ovoid, dark purple
beads, half the size of the larger blue ones and decor-
ated with lengthwise or diagonal opaque white
stripes. There were minute dark purple ovoid beads,
less than 1/16” in diameter; and there was
wampum.5

23. A group of approximately 2,000 shell beads from a seventeenth-
century burial near Avonport, N.S.; made from Busycon, Venus
mercenaria, and the conimon mussell shell.

24. ‘Beads or quills made of white and blue glass’, from a seventeenth-
century burial near Avonport. There, 1069 white beads and 34 blue
ones were found mixed with the shell beads shown in Figure 34.

25. Beads similar to those from the Pictou site were found in a third
Micmac burial of the same period, near Northport, N.S.

When ]. Russell Harper excavated the Portland
Point site at the St. John River mouth in 1955, he
found five glass beads on what appears to have been
Fort Latour, a French fur-trading post which was de-
stroyed in 1645. He also uncovered an Indian burial,
which he theorized might have been that of a Miri-
machi River Micmac; he felt the grave dated from
within a quarter of a century of Fort Latour’s destruc-
tion. The contents of this grave are of great interest,
as they included 284 specimens of a spherical glass
bead, coral red with a colourless core, 1/4” in dia-
meter; 38 spherical glass beads, black with 6 applied
white longitudinal stripes and a white line at each
1/4”; one spherical glass bead, black with 13 applied
white longitudinal stripes and a white line at each
end surrounding the core, 1/2” in diameter. There
were 23 specimens of white wampum of native manu-
facture. These beads and wampum were strung on
two sinew threads knotted at each end. Also in the
grave were 18 spherical black glass beads, with a
transversely ribbed surface, ranging in diameter from
3/16” to 1/4” and strung on sinew with a knot at each
end.¥

Trade beads were gaily coloured, they could be re-
cycled, and they were infinitely easier to work with
than were porcupine quills. Other trade items besides
beads, however, were being incorporated into Mic-
mac ornamentation. ‘Coloured sewing thread’® ap-
pears in a Québec trade inventory, and may have
been the medium used to work the crosses of ‘red and
blue stuff’, seen by Bishop St. Valier® on the cos-
tumes of pregnant women — having replaced those
noticed by LeClercq, done with quill stitchery.

Many quillworkers must have been attracted by
the novelty of ribbons, buttons, embroidery thread,
gold braid, lace and jewelry. The Portland Point con-
tact-period burial previously mentioned yielded a
‘decorative copper chain of 125 links; each link is
composed of a tube formed from 8 turns of coiled
wire; clasp is made up of two figure 8’s, one at each
end of the chain; overall L., 17”."%

They also pierce their ears, to which they attach certain
pieces of beadwork, with little bells, sols-marquez, derni-
ers, and other trifles of that sort, which serve them as ear-
rings.’!
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By the 1850’s, the Micmac are recorded as quilling cloth caps,
coats, and the cloth vamps and cuffs to their moccasins; but
this required an entirely new approach (See Chapter 3). None
of the old leather-decorating techniques were used; instead,
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These suicidal tendencies were also shared by the men, to
some extent, although LeClercq stresses more ‘the mania of
our Gaspesian women’ (1691/1910:249).
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