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IX7~OJ'JC7ION

T::'eraaterLaL di sc us s ed in this pa;;2r'\,-[asrecovered
i~ t~e course of excavation of the Frank Charles ~ouse on
t ne ~<usQuea~ Indian Reserve, and f rom surface fin s cac e in
the vicinity of the house and at Musqueac Northeast 'Fig. 1).
This represents the total ~aterial recovered since excava ion
began in 1951 by Dr. C.E. Borden and student field parties
fro~ the U~iversity of British Columbia, Vancouver, B.C.

An effort has been made to show the range of
na terial wn i.ch vras utilized by the inhabi tants of this site,
as well as a chronology of the material that it has been
possible to date with surety. In addition, a brief outline
of this historical period is presented in order to substantiat~
the conclusion~ drawn from the range and chronology of ~2terial
obtained fr08 the site.

LOCATIO~{

The Musqueac Indian Reserve lies within the City
o~ Vancouver on the Ko~~h Arc of the Frase~ R~ver. It is
bounded , roughly, by Southwe sc f.1srineDriv2 0.:1the r~ort::',
Ca=osun Street, leading Southeast into Wallace S~reet 6n the
Zast, the North Arc of t~e Fraser River on ~he South, a~c
the iestern boundary tercinates about one-qua_tar cile =ast
of :~e Si~o~ F~aser ~e~oria1 ~onuffient " ..\ •..•.••....••, r" 0

.1_CJ- ...- ..__
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J~iv~. The ~3terial discussed hcre~n CO~2S froG ~~~~ p~:t
of the Reserve known asSts""lax Villa.se or Eusq"c;:.:.r:~Lr.st ,

Designation Sc~effie(Fib" 1).

This site has experienced co~ti~uous o~cu~atio~
since shortly after the first ffiilleniu~A.D~ T~e Fra~~ CGarles
house (Figs. 2,3) was constructed about sixty years ago -~~
was used for ceremonial purposes for much of the per~od Slncs.
It was last occup:ed by Frank Charles until his death in ~9~6.

DESC~IPI'ION OF THE HATERIAL

The items described are nearly all of 2~ropeac
origin. SOffieitems show secondary manufacture ~rom art~:acts
originally European. The preponderance of ~aterial is OI
the post-1900 period. This is indicative of the exte~t o~
acculturation, which materially was nearly cOQP_ete at this
tice. There is a paucity of caterial prior to 1900, and
extending back to the contact period. A consideratio~ 0: SOLe

of ~he possible reasons ~or this will be discussed late~.

Iron objects, particularly nails, i_on bo~ san:
tools compris2 Quch of the ffiJterialrecovarcd. It was not
possib_e ::'0 obtain positive identificatio~ o~ so=e objec~s.

r
r.•

:·:2i1s. The ~ails ~ou~d at t~e site were
except two. Xo hend wrou~jt oails were re~ove_ed. 3que~2
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pearl
~s ~ blue ;18ss cospositc

\·:'1-=<' , '770.L. ••• U-..i __

~.-- .;..'"'...,- ( , . x )
L,.;••••.••••••vo....l~ ••.:::> .'",J' ...• a SGB.ll :~lass y) ..

ot~B.Ge~rS b~ttons./ The ide~tification source die not piB.ce
c..::'YCB.t e on these buttons except to say t.na.t t.hcy vex:e "e erLy "
Russic..n fur traders! buttons. Since the Russian period or
i~fluence ceased with the purchase of A1as~a by the United
St2tes in 1867, these buttons date at le2st froffithis period
B.nd likely cuch e2rlier.

t..~u~ 4157
Eu3 4150
Eu:S 1604

Black glass button (bb).
Red and I'lt:ite gLa ss button (cc).
Composite, white glass button (dd).

Trade Beads
There were altogether twenty-one trade beB.ds

recovered fro::n.the site (Fig. 9 a-r). -;:) - ~.~eao.s a, 1., J, 0 »iet:e

the bu:-nt re:r.ains of a

~us~ueam Northeast (DhRt4) on 13 April 1957. T~e beads 3~e

of ~hree ~ain shapes and of severa': oi:

s~a;es. ?ig. 9(0) typifies the six acd seven-sided, fa~et2~
bec.8. Fig. 9 er) typifies the ovate, a~d 9(c) t~e seed b2ad,
,. ... . t' .0: ~~lcn nare lS only one exacp1e .5 C~. in c.iar:.etcr 'IX •

a nd of light blue glass. ..•
0- C::_"\T'~'"""'".1. ••..~_ t..;_~_

sizes ano sub types.
L. -:;-: - 9l-C --c ..

c r c fl'o~"""+- K._:; :.-..J. '-..J • r: C.l. \." _

Dcubleday, 1949, p.
Kent , '.-;:'::8 CO;;1clete E~(·CLO(l -:::oo~~, l'T':::\-I Yo~k,
131, Fi-.:. 14.
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JU2n~itv -- Fnceted Beads

UnLform Colour
Blue glass

(0)

1

(p) (:1) I '0.)

2 1 i'raz.
Concentric Colours
Blue outer g12ss.....hLte inner gLass -- 1

Concentric Colours
Blue outer, 'Vlhite
sedial, blue inner
glass 2

Dircensions Ovate Beads
Size (r ) . Diameter 1.7 cc. Length 1.6 cc.
(Fig.9)

tl (q) I! 1.1 I! I1 1.0 le

11 (k) 1I 1.0 I! I: 0.85 11

,: (i) I: Sr n 11 0.7 I!. :;
Cua~titv -- Ovate Beads

(r) (~) OC) (i)

8
I

1
1.

Dar~ blue glass 1
Ligt.t blue glass
Reddish - br O"C.'JCl

glass
?inkish-red glass

Trade values of beads varied fro~ ~12ce ~o pl&~d.
':':-.evalues est.ab.Lasc ad by t[:e::1UC.SC:1' s ?.<.:..y Co::pat:.yi.:! trie =~ort£:',

fo:' 0(102 II;:lade beaver, 11
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t~osc described by Orchard as
for one beaver skin.

bein~ ~o~t~ siz be~ds

(No ~~~ber) (Fig. 9q). Althou~h this bead is reddish-brown.
a bl~e bead of this ~ize was worth three for o~e '
beaver.

~u~ 2211 (Fig. 9r). A ,bead a little larger than this br0~gbt
two for one skin.

(k'-i~ 9
J. -0. ,
six for

p. k , g, b).
1 -one S:<':ln.

Beads of this size were vor t.h

Not all the beads recovered appear to be typical
of those traded by Hudson's B~y Co~pany. Lt has not been
possible to ascertain when beads of this type were tr~ded.
Since the fur trade was rapidly drawing to a close by the
1240s and ewphasis t~rning to agricultural settle=ent,12 ~t cay
be sur:nised that these beads date sorr.:eHhatearlier then 1840.

OTnacents of Indian Manufacture
Several itees wer e recovered 'I,·:hich ••••• ""r" ••••ar e 01 .i nc a a n

e~~ufacture, or which were possibly adopted for orna=ental
weer fro~ European materials.

~u~ 3245 Tubular copper bead, .8 cc. in d~2=et~r x 7.7 C2.
lon~ (~~c 7e) 8h~S ~s idcn~i"~l ~o tho~- ~~,_"" 1.-..1.b. _ .!.d...L J.. ~ <::~_'-'_\...c; '-' -"'::,;.; _~-

cover-ec by Osbarn-ein excev e ti cns in t~e ::::c::~2.:::-y
Reservoir aQd is of a type co=so~ in aborig~~a~
1'· •. I'"'\·l ..•.• -'n :·....,.....e..,.....:"" T~,....,S+- be i n 'r ~,...r-UT-.~ ·T' r ed 0 "' """,...-~\r_'l\v. \...•• hu_ • ..!."u;, _..1._ v C...L_ 0 .:~c:; GL:v'-'_ J.. ~_<"v~ t.::

copper and later being fashioned of E~ropea~

. i :hid., p , 87.
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As suggest2d in the i~croducto~y rc~~~~s, - .. < '>-- _ .

of 0~rly trad2 eoods fro~ this site is si~~iric~nt.

itc~s such as kettles, beuds, scissors, kn~vc5, guns) -nd

seoking pipes are either lacking or exist i~ very s~&ll
qU2ntities, and are not ....•. . , '"\01 a very ear~y aaLe. ~

01

European settleu.ent and t~e Fraser and Cariboo Gold ~~sces
of the middle 180Js, one would expect, leave their c~rt :n
the form of a profusion of European ar tLf'ac t s, S:'ea::ersuet:e
even plyin~ the Frascr River as early as 1827, ~nd the t~~~c
in furs H::.tS still an import8nt aspect in the .'ono~iyoi'

country until the 1840s.

The lack of early t~ade goods ~~y be attribute~ ~o
the relatively late exploration of t.he Gul~ of f"' •ueorgJ...2.
(Valdez and Vancouver 1792) and the perilo~s and diff~cult
travel which the use of the Fraser Canyo~ offe~ed as a ~_r~e

route. Si~on Fraser felt t~at the Fraser offered no pros~2cts
as a trade roe.t e and it Has cot until 1328 -.::!a'c Ccv2r:'..o~
George Sispson decided to re-examine the p~ss~~ilities 0: "";-.~ ~v \,..O

:raser as a trade route ~~en the r2~ention of the Col~~bia
~i v ei: r cut.e ....,J2S Fro~ the 2vid8~C8 a~ '''l·C,~,·''-'''''r_ .._-.J _ __ .._
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