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nlT~(()DuCTION

In -Januar'y, 1949, an historic Yokuts cemetery located approximatc Iy
twelve miles due west of DcLano, Kern County, califor~ia in T25S/;:t23E,
lytnC in territory claimed ahoriginally by the ",;owol, . was destrz-yed by
Lan« LeveHng , The present c1csienation fol.' this site d.o Knr-71+f its
abor-Lgina), name is unknown, The author, as As~;itant Archaeo'Logf.at of
the univorsity of California Archaeo Logdcal Survey made a study of t~Jis
site both in the field and in the museumas part of his regular duties.

I'he cemet.ery Ls situated on a natural sandy knoll on the edge of
a former slough, and only a few miles southeast of the former shor-e'Li.ne
of Tulnre Lake•. Approxtnat eIy l.5mile:3 sout.hwes t o~ Ker-74 is an
histor:l.c .,illa80. t.hat vias occupied in Oc"tfibfJr, 1854, this is des ignat.ed
by Gifford and Schenck as their Site 28.

It is not known that a habitation t-:ite ex iat.ed on one of the other
rises near Ker-71.J.. If so, t.hen Ker--74 can be assumed to be the cemetery
for such a villa;~e; if nof-; Gifford and Schrmck's Site 28 may possibly be
the source for the burials in Kcr-74 •. Since fragmentary freshwater .
musce L shell was ~!'-:itlencedin the earth spread out in bhe leveling operation
it. nd.gh t bp. guessed that there war. a habitation site in conjunction with,
or in close proxii:lit~r to Ker-74 •. '1'he artifacts, however, strongly indicate
burial as socLatLcn rather than an unas sociat.ed occurrence in a middcn
depos Lt •. The inatri~:, as :['nr as could bo asccr-t aInc d, was a fine sandy
silt wit:. little or no i"1clicatiun of charcoal or ash •.

The site was on or ne ar the 22~' contour elevation which places it
a reVI feet ~li~~hcrt.han t.hc surr-ouncdn.; f'Lat, tf.~:Tain. Because of its
cLevat.Lon, ~r8t nearness to a al.ough , Ker-?4 VI,)'3 a natural location for
a villa::;c and/or a cemct.ery ,.:

Present at the deat.ructd on of the cemetery were several local
pe opIe who wer-e Lrrtc r eat ed 1."1 preserving as much material as possible
1'1'01:1 destruction b~r the Land leveli.13 machincs , It was from these
per-nons that I was able to obtain l.nfOl'lllntion on bur i.o.Lsm d artifacts.
'1':,000 people to vt.hom I am most indebted for information and col.le ctions
frol;\ tht.s s i.t.o aro: i,;r. and ;',irs. Louis Vorc;ano, iir. E~ 1. Dorney,
i'..lrs. .leLen C Kopp, :Ji'. and ;,lrs. Robert CornoLi.son, I.I. Edward Butts,
all of DeLanoj and i.lI'. and ~J's. Harry S•. :liddell, Jr. of Lone Pine •.
I take thi3 opportunity to t.hank them sincerely for their aid.

Though the information obtained concerning this site was meager'
it does seem to be of enou8h importance to warrant description. This is
especially true since a considerable portion of the aboriginal artifacts
recovered accompanied burials and were additionally associated with
Caucasian trade material.



- 2 -
All specimens, unless otherwisE: specified) be.:lr catalog nwnbers

of the univcl'!;ity of C<.ilHornia iuc cum o,' AllVU·01-u1o.S(llG1lA), Berkeley,
California. Catalof., numbers for the artiiacts from Kcr-7h are as follows:
] -103111 to 1-103150 inclusive; 1-116052, 1-116053; 1-118990 to 1-118999
:lnclustve; 1-116055 to 1-116107 inclusive. The skeletal material bears
the: catalog numbera 12-:-7262, 12-7263, 12-726:'. The l1niverstty of California
Archal~oloFica1 Surv~;y accession numbers for t.h« mat.er i.al from this site
are 15 and 5'1.

The t:rpo1o,:-).cnl clesi:nations for shell bead and ornament forms are
t.axen from E'-,:. Oifford I:; Calil'ornian Shell ArtH~t3, Univ , of Calif.
Anthr op, :tecor<.l::;, Vol. 9, nO:-l, 194'1.---- - ---
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Cloth: Clot.h met.cr-i.nL f' r-on this s i t c v.as observed by some of
those pr oacnl, to b,; "SOln(, lil:" s i Ik but 111CI~L Li.k.: bur Lap", All of the
ceo th matcr-i.aI was in n rliGi!lt.:..~rJt(.d c0.1(:ition and no effort was made to
save any of i t. Th« fabric re::;r;mulinc burLap :1:i2'ht YI( 11 have been of
uborig.i.rwl mnnu.lacturc s Inc c matorf.a I of i.J1js sort has been dc:scribcd ffSm
this area by Kr(X;b~r,b GUfora arid Schcnck/ ~'{c:dcl,8Walker 9o.nd J.,o.tta.

Copper t.acks r Also assoc Lat cd with BurLa), h wore ten small round
headed copper upho'Lst.cr-cr ' stacks, 1-103136. l\.tlherinc: to sovcraf of these
Lacks YiC re frn::;ml;ntG of a rather fine woven r cd cloth mat.cr'La'l, The
d.Lamct.or of the round heads are 0.0 mm. 'while t.hc total Length of each
tD.ck :is 10.0 nun.

Iron apikesl Onc comp~cte iron spilce, reminiscent of i:!. modern
railroo.d track spike, and fraer.1cnts of tyro other spikes were recovered
irolll this ::litc but, t.hcao arc not accompanied by location or association
dat a, J\ll threo specimens, 1-103132, arc heavily ruatcd, Those specimens
had appnrcnt.Iy been wrapped in a cLoth or r~~ as t.raccs of cloth occur
on all threo spcc i.ncns , One of the np.iko fragments has Types FSb and X2b
Olivella beads (sec infra, p.18 ) adher-Ing to it. The whcle spike has
i"lhat may be the Imprcasdon of II FSb bypo bead on its surf'acc s The
dimensions of the complote spike aro as follows: Head -- 3.5 x 2.5 cm. I
and 1.0 cm. thick; Body --= maxtmum width 1.5 x 1.5 cm.; Toto.l length -
17.4.cm.

Steel strike-a-light: .~ strik~-o.-l:lght., 1-103133, had no data
conccrninJ; its recovery but s inco it is hoav i.Iy rusted and has Type
FSb and X2b Olivr:lln beads adhcr-i n:: to its surf'nco , it is possible
t.hat it was associatod with tho above described Li-on spike and spike
fragments. There :i,G no evf.dcnco , how..vcr , of cloth material on this
spccdmcn , The dimensions of t.hc spc cimon are: Lcng th , 8.6 cm.; widtl',
3.5 cm~; thickness, 8.0 mm. OnC!of the "hornsll had been broken off
bof'or c lOGS or bur i.a'L by the Indians (pl., In ).

GlaGs o()ads: Tho followinG is a list of be.1d typeS found occuring
in Ker-74, Lho typolo::.,ry of Mr. Clement n. !:c.i:3lio'.lnhas been used throu0hout.1l
The appr oxtmat.o or zictual, number of beads of each type; from this site is
Giv;:n nfter the cat.al or; number or the owncr j ansoc i.at Lon is Given after
t.ho appr oxfmct,o number of beads per type. CC stands for Cornclison
Collection and HL for no location.

~ Cat •. Ho. No. of ~)\~.:J.c.:.s Burial----
17 CC 1 NL
34 1-103136 3 4
35 If ,123 4

l-1l6052 1 NL
48 CC 12 NL
51 CC 6 NL
53 CC 1 NL
55 1-103136 5 4
60 11 1 4
61 If 1 4
64 cc 3 NL
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(cont s ) !lI?s Cnt, No. No. of beads Burial

6e cc 6 NL
1-103138 1 7

74 cc 20 NL
81 cc 3 NL
90 cc 3 NL

1-116099 1 9
99 1-103136 145 4

1-116092 8 9
1-103138 1 7

"':~" cc Nt
106 1-103136 26 4

1-116104 1 9
102 1-103136 2 4

1.•116102 1 9
1-116103 2 9

111 CC 6 NL
120 CC 2 NL

1-116052 1 NL
122 1-1031)8 1 7

CC 10 NL
124 CC 1 NL
126 CC-- 1 NL
127 1-103136 1 4

1-116052 1 NL
1h1 1-103136 5 4
143 1-116052 1 HL

CC 4, NL
146 1-116106 5 9

1-116052 1 NL
CC ? NL

147 cc 2 NL
151 1-103136 25 4
153 CC NL
154 1-103136 25 4

1-116095 10 9
CC NL

168 cc 2 NL
184 cc 5 NL

1-116100 3 9187 1-103136 13 4188 1-10.'3138 131 7cc 10 NL
204 1-103138 1 7

1-116105 1 9215 cc 6' NL
218 1-1031.36 105 4

1-116098 1 9235 1-103136 8 4
236 cC 6 NL
237 cc 5 NL
23.13 cc 5 NL
239 cc 10 NL

1-11iSO:-;'2 1 NL
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(cont. ) .:!ZEe C.,t.No •. No. of bends Buri.:tl---
240 cc 6 NL
243 1-1031)6 4 4
21~4 11 1 4
245 1-103138 2 7
246 11 1 7
247 11 1 7
2413 11 1 7
249 11 7 7
250 1-116052 1 NL

Ad,:itional b(~{Hb from I\er-7LI for whdch no type (\'oi~:n.::1tion could be
.:1~!.ji~:ncdsi.nco t:10 on Iy spoc i.mons !,r10~-rnto !~Ci~)lCl::.:1nL: t.hc author
arc th080 in the Cornc Ll aon Collection are: aa i'ollOl'rn:

a)
b)
c) Hoxagonal b..ad 'with biconicul out.l inc , wi ro wound , opaque

white background 'with Lnl.ai.d ep i.r-aIs of pink and grccn-e-bot.h t.ransparcnt.,
Longt.h 16.5 mm,, maximum diameter [3.0 mn., minimum diD.l1wter 4.0 l11J'i. ,

perforation diameter 1.9 1lD1l. Walker illu~;tr<1tc..3 this bead tY11o.l2
d) Sphcrica.l bead with horizontal ribs; d:L.::uucter 6.0 mm•., pcr-

forntion diamotcr 1.9 mm., coibor is palo pink, bead is opaque. This
bead, too, is illustrated by';!alkcr • .L3

0) Similar to no. -141 but is red, not bl.uc , ,
f) 'I'hi s bead is g rccn and t.runspur-cnt., , Its di.mcns i.ona arc:

length 8.4 l11Jn., diameter 10.0 liIDt', dLlmctor of perforation 1.9 mm•.

Similar to no. 71 1"rith a sliChtly li~:ht()r shade of bIuc,
Simil3.r to no. 55 with a navy blue in:.;tcad of rod coLor ,

Shape: @
e) S:i1n:Llar to no. 120 but. e;rec:n, not red •.
h) Similar to no. 17 but blue', not red.

WORK IN ASPH:\LTUM

01iv0.11a beads: S!1cllbc<1c.1::; of the I'oLl owinj; types wore
found wit11 t.wph.J.ltum D.(ljlL'rin::; to thom incic~tin:~ the: possibility that
SOl:JGof the: beads had bocn set in this r.,atcri.Jl ~G ornamcnt.at i.on on some
unknown objo ct.,

C23c, ono spoc imcn , 1-103130.
FSb, tun spcc i.ncns , 1-1l[3~~)C..
X4, tHO spcc iracns , 1-1160~3.
x4, about 20 spc.:cirncns sd in a rvct.:::ncular Dspholt tublJ with

abu Lone ornaraont.s and st.cat i tc boads., For::. dcsc r-i.pt.i on of this
rcct.angul.ar asphn Lt tube sec 0. followinG section under t.l.c above major
topic hc.:adin~. .


