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INTODUCTION

In January, 1949, an historic Yoluts cemctery located approximately
twelve miles due west of Delano, Kern County, Califorpia in T2 S/%ZBE
lying in territory claimed aboriginally oy the Vowol,™ was destrgyed by
lanc leveling, The present cesignation for this site is Ker-745¢ its
aborizinal. name is unlnown. The author, as Assitant Archacologist of
the University of California Archaeological Survey made a study of this
site both in the field and in the museum as part of his regular duties.

The cemetery is situated on a natural sandy knoll on the edge of
a former slough, and only a few miles southeast of the former shoreline
of Tulare Lake, Approxiuately 1.5 miles soutlwest Oj Ker-7L is an
historic village that was occupied in Ocq?oer, 1854,” this is designated
by Gifford and Schenck as their Site 28,

It is not known that a habitation site existed on one of the other
rises near Ker-TLh. If so, then Ker-7L can be assumed to be the cemetery
for such a villase; if not, Gifford and Schenck's Site 28 may possibly be
the source for the burials in Ker-7L. - Since fragmentay freshwater
mussel shell was evidenced in the earth spread cut in the leveling operation
it night be gues»ed that there was a habitation site in conjunction with,
or in close proxinity to Ker-7h. ' The artifacts, however, strongly indicate
burial associatien rather than an unassociated occurrence in a midden
deposit., The imatrix, as far as could be ascertained, was a fine sandy
silt with little or no indication of charcoal or ash, -

The site was on or near the 220' contour elevation which places it
a few feet hizher than the surrouncin: flal terrain, Pecause of its
clevatvion, et ncarness to a slough, Ker-(h was a natural location for
a village and/or a cemcterye.

Present at the destruction of the cemetery were several local
peosle who were interested in preserving as much material as possible
from destruction by the land leveling machines. It was from these
persons that I was able to obtain information on burisls md artifacts,
Tlose people to vhom I am most indebted for information and collections
from this site are: lir. and iirs. Louls Verpano, ixre bi. R. Dorsey,
urse llelen C Kopp, ir. and lrs, Robert Cornelison, lir. Edward Butts,
all of Delano; and wr. and lrse. Harry S. iddell, Jr, of Lone Pine.

I take this opportunity to thank them sincerely for their aid.

Though the information obtained concerning this site was meager
it does seem to be of enough importance to warrant description. This is
especially true since a considerable portion of the aboriginal artifacts
recovered accompanied burials and were additionally associated with
Caucasian trade material
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A1l specimens, unless otherwise speciiied, bear catalog numbers
of the university of California iuseum ol dnthircpolosy (UCKA), lerkeley,
California. Catalog numbers for the artifacts from Xer-7L are as follows:
1-103111 to 1-103150 inclusive; 1-116052, 1-116053; 1-118990 to 1-118999
inclusive; 1-110055 to 1-116107 inclusives The skelctal material bears
the catalog numbers 12-7262, 12-7263, 12-7265. The lUniversity of Califomia
Archacological Survey accession numbers for the material from this site
are 15 and 5l.

The typological desiznations for shell bead and ornament forms are
taken from L,W, Gifford's Caliiornian Shell Artifats, Univ, of Calif,
Anthrop. lecords, Vole 9, no. 1, 1947,
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Cloths Cloth matcrial from this sitc was obscrved by somc of
thosc prescnt to Lo "sone 1ike silk but most liko burlap". All of the
ctoth matcrial was in a disintczrated condition and no cffort was made to
save any of ite The fabric rescmuvling burlap migzht well have been of
aboriginal manufacturg since material of thjs sort has becen described f{8m
this arca by Krocber,” Gifford and Schenck,! Wedel,” Walker 9and Latta.

Copper tackss Also associated with Burial U were ten small round
headed copper upholstercr's tacks, 1-103136. Adhering to scveral of thesc
tacks were fragments of a rather fine woven red cloth matcrial, The
diamcter of the round heads arce 8.0 mms whilc the total length of cach
tack is 1040 mm.

Iron spikes: One complete iron spike, reminiscent of & modern
railroad EracE spike, and fragments of two other spikes were recovercd
irom this sitc but these are not accompanicd by location or association
datas All three specimens, 1-103132, arc heavily rustcde These specimens
had apparcntly becen wrapped in a cloth or rag as traces of cloth occur

on all three spceimens,. Onc of the spike fragments has Types FS5b and X2b
Olivella beads (scc infra, p.1§ ) adhering to ite The whele spike has
what may be the impression of a F5b typc bead on its surfacc.. The
dimcnsions of the complote spike arc as follows: Head -- 3.5 x 2,5 cm.,
andLl.O cme thick; Body -- maxirmum width 1¢5 x 1.5 cm.; Total lcngth ——
17. 1«Cllle

Stcel strike-a-light: 4 strike-a-light, 1-103133, had no data
concerning its recovery but since it is heavily rusted and has Type
F5b and X2b Olivclla beads adhering to its surface, it is possible
that it was associated with the above described iron spike and spike
fragimcentss. There is no evidence, however, of cloth material on this
spceeimen,. The dimensions of the specimen arc: Length, 8.6 cm.; width,
3.5 cme; thickncss, 840 mme One of thc "horns'" had been broken off
before loss or burial by the Indians (ple 1n )e

Glass becads: The following is a list of bead types found occuring
in Ker-Tly, thc typolory of Mr, Clcment W ikcichan has been used throughout,ll
The approximate or actual number of beads of cach type from this site is
given after the catalog number or the ovmer; association is given after
the approximatc numbier  of beads par typece CC stands for Cornelison
Collection and L for no locations

Type Cat, loe Noe of hcaus Burial
17 cc . 1 NL
3L 1-103136 3 b
35 " - 123 L
1-116052 1l NL
L8 cC 12 NL
5l cC 6 NL
53 cC 1 NL
55 1-103136 5 L
60 " T L
61 " 1 L
6L cC 3 NL
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(conti)  Type Cate No. No, of bcads Burial
68 cC 6 NL
1-103138 1 7
7L o 20 NL
81 5 3 NL
90 cc 3 NL
1-116099 1 9
99 1-103136 U5 I
1-116092 8 9
1-103138 1 7
Ge - NL
100 1-103136 26 N
1-11610) 1 9
102 1-103136 2 L
1-116102 1 9
1-116103 2 9
111 ¢e 6 NL
120 oo 2 NL
1-116052 1 NL
122 1-1031.38 1 7
ce 10 NL
124 6e 1 NL
126 Co- 1 NL
127 1-103136 1 L
1-116052 1 NL
1,1 1-103136 5 n
143 1-116052 1 NL
e Ly NL
16 1-116106 5 9
1-116052 1 NL
516 9 NL
17 ce 2 NL
151 1-103136 25 L
153 ce - NL
154 1-103136 25 L
1-116095 10 9
CC - NL
168 ce 2 NL
18L 6o g NL
1-116100 3 9
187 1-103136 13 N
188 1-103138 131 7
ae 10 NL
20, 1-103138 1 7
1-116105 1 9
215 GC &' NL
218 1-103136 105 ' L
1-116098 1 9
235 1-103136 8 L
236 cC 6 NL
237 cc g NL
2238 ce 5 NL
239 ce 10 NL
1-1160582 1 NL
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(conte) Typc Cat. No, - No. of beads Burial
240 cC 6 NL
243 1-103136 L L
2l u 1 L
L5 1-103138 2 T
ghé " 1 7
2L7 ’ i § 7
2L8 " 1 7
2L9 o 7 7
250 1-116052 L NL

Additional becads from Ker-7lL for which no type desi~nation could he
assirncd since the only specimens lotovm Lo Leichan and the author
arc thosc in the Cornclison Collection arc as follows:

a) Similar to no. 71 with a slightly lizhter shade of bluc.

b) Similar to no. 55 with a navy bluc inustcad of rcd colors

c) Hexagonal buad with biconical ocutline, wire wound, opaquc
whitc background with inlaid spirals of pink and green--both transparcnt.
Length 1645 mme , maximum diamcter 8.0 mn., minimum diamcter LeoO mm.,
pecrforation diamcter 149 mme. Walker illustrates this bead types

d) Spherical bead with horizontal ribs; diamcter 8.0 mm., per-
foration diamcter 1,9 mm., codbor is Ralo pink, bcad is opaquec. This
becad, too, is illustratcd by ‘“alkcr. 3

e) Similar to no.-141 but is recd, not blucs.

f) This bead is green and transparcnte.. Its dimensions arcs:
length 8404 mnes diamcter 10,0 pmey, diameter of perforation 1e9 mms,

g) Similar to no. 120 but grecn, not red,
h) Similar to nos 17 but bluc, not rcde

WORK IN ASPHALTUM

Olivella beads:  Shell beads of the following types were
found with asphaltum adhering to them incdicating the possibility that
some of the beads had been sct in this material as ornamentation on some
unknown objccte

C23c, onc spccimon, 1-103120,

FSb, two speoeiacns, 1-11899C.

X4, two spccimens, 1-115053,

XL, about 20 spccimens set in a rectongular asphalt tube with
abalone ornaments and stcatite beadse Tor o description of this
rcctanzular asphalt tubce sec a following scction under thic above major
topic hcading, ‘




