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ANALYS1S OF TRADE GOODS
by Arthur wWoodward

Altadena, California

Baads - The most common denominator among the specimens from burial
#10 are the various sizes of the raed beads with the translucent exteriors and
the opagque white or yellow cores. These were known to the trade as the
“Cornal ine d'Aleppo,' taking the name from the famous city in the Near East
which was a distribution point for beads cut of Venice., These beads, listed
as numbers 2, 3, &4, 5, 6, 7, end B are very common in jndian burials and on
ethnological specimens ranging from the Interlior of Alaska, northwestern
Canada, the Great Plains down into the southern Plains, and the full length
of the San Joaquin Valley of Californis with the heaviest concentration of
them in the northern part of the valley.

In 1844 the red and white beads were the principal type of beads at
the Russian trading post of Mulato on the Yukon River about 500 miles above
its mouth. The other type of ornament in demand at the same time among t.
Athapascans In Alaska was the dentalium, knosn among those tribes as tzukli.
At Mulato an jndian woman was hired to string the glass bsads, the unit of
trade being one fathom of such beads of the medium size. Twalve fathoms or
becads ware usually obtained from one pound of the orn@munts. ir o+ tha
Aussians sold 25 pounds or 3,300 fathoms.

Ouring this period, 1840 - 1850, an infinite variety of csads cane
ocut of Venice, or rather Muranco, a2 small island near Venice, the ceiter of

the glass bead making industry during the first half ot the |5th century.
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Accomparying the rsd and white beads during this period, over the areas al-
reedy mentioned, waere (ypas listed as numbaers 4, 16, 17, and 18 and occa-
sionaily numbers 3%, 15, 30, and j/. The later were the inlald beads or, as
the traders termad them, ''fancy beads.'' These took more tims In the making
than the general run of giass beads, hence cost moras, and the traders had to
charge accordingiy.

The names of the various bead types changad from ganeration to gsner-
ation with the excaption of some terams which |ingered on down through the
centurles. Thus in the period 1855 - 1860 the ordinary beads use' by white
women a8 well as indians wers divided into different categorles and slizss.
For example the large size, faceted beads represented L, numbers 17 and 18
wers known, for some mysterious reason unknown to the chap who describad the
beads in 1858, as ''0.P,'" beads. These beads were somewhat roughly made by
taking the usual glass tube, breaking it down into the izquired sizss, and
then grinding varying numbers of facets on each <nd, roughly seven. These
14 ground facets, plus the untouched areas on the tube, presented @ series
of 21 facets altogether, in some instences even more or less. The colors
ranged from clear, uncolored glass through topaz, green and blue. in the
main, these were translucent peads but others, such as number |7, were opaque
glass.

The coarser small, round beads of ail culors; whita,ysllow, blue,
green, black, red, pink, etc.; were sald in cull or in masses., These were
graded accordin. to cclers and nuabers . dod ware tarmed ‘pound beads.'

Thass were rathw: coarse beads, zpproaimaiirg in size those listed as number
4 and 12, This sizu bead in the opague white glass enamal or peste Is
often termed ‘pack pony’ or simply ‘pony beads' because they arc commonly

balieved to havs been the first beads caerried inteo the [ndian country on
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pack animals. The fallacy of this nomenclaturs is that st the same time
these coarse white beads were belng taken in, meny other types and slzes were
likewise being tradad to the tribesmen. Tribal preference as to color and
size often dictated the types of beads used by the different Indians., This
held true from the Eskimo in ths north to the Aztecs of Mexico, sand from the
irogouis of New York to the Athapascans of Canade. On the plains In the
1820%s and 1830%s, It is true that the coarse white, black, red, and blue
beads were used largaly (and somewhat sparingly) in the ornamentation of skin
germents, but the smaller beads as well as the large ovoid, heavy beads were
also used,

The smallest glass beads, translucent and opaque, of many colors,
were known to the trade as "seed beads.'" The Indians usaed them on garments,
cradle covers, knlfe sheaths, moccasins, etc. Typical small seed beads are
represented by numbers 26, 28, and 31 of burial 10; numbers 10, 21, 22, 23,
27, and 29 of burial 17; numbers 9 and 25 of burial 11; number 32 of burial
16 and @ coarser slize in number 24b of burial 17. Even number 2 of the Cor-
naline d'Alappo type would be of & size coming under the classification of a
seed bead.

0f the larger, coarser baads which were usually made Into necklaces
or cccasionally fastened on the ands of thrums attached to garments, quivers,
bags, atc., the besads were of two general classes; the round opaque ‘'enamel”
ur paste't beads and the translucent beads of different colors., The enamel
and clear glass beads ars of the same basic materials except that the opaque
seads such as numbers &, 15, 34, 35, and 30 have had other ingredients added
Lo make them opaque, MNumbsrs 14 and 3/ are examples of the clear glass
specimans.

Bafore discussing the '‘fancy' beads | will explain briefly the
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manufacture of glass beads. Glass tubes were chopped into the asscrted sizes
and then placed in an annealing oven or revolving drum in which ashes were
deposited. The drum was heated and tha fragments of tubing tumbles; and, as
they slithered around in the ashes, the holes were filled, praventing them
from sgueezing together. The tumbiing and the heat rounded the edges. In
some fnstances, as In tha case of numbers 17 and 18, the tubes were simply
broken into ssctions and the individual beads faceted by hand grinding.

in the case of the ‘‘fancy beads' the basic rod was given various
figures by an overlay of differently colored glass. Some of the effects were
quite elaborate. During the 19th century the technlque and offects varled
considerably from the eariier styles. The ancestry of these inlaid beads ls
tquor three thousand years old. Humber 34, for example, i3 @ type of bead
which has @ very anclent ancastry and is known to collsctors of Syrien-
Egyptian beads @s the '‘melon' bead. Originally it was in block glass., Elgh-
teenth and nineteenth century examples are crystal clear, yellow, black,
pink, blue, and white. HNumber 19 which is octagonal In this instance also
appears in spherical and cylindrical forms. During the latter half of the
18th century spherical beads; white body and inlaid dots, usually pink center
in blue; were facetiously termed 'Kitty Fishar's ayes'' by the lace makers of
England who used them to weigh the ends of bobbins, Kitty Fishaer was a
popular actress at thet time. Other fancy beads include numoers 35 and 36,

The round brass beads (numbers 38, 39, 4la, and 4ib) were familiar

trade objects during the perlod (250 to V37C.

Buttons - The brass military buttons wers struck by Obad and Otis
Robinson, Attleboro, Massachusetts, between the years 1820 to 1832. The

suttons are for coat and sleeve and were U.S5. General Service, For that
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Germany.

for what purpose the smali metal can found in burial 10 wes used can
not be determined. it may have been & cap box or It may have besen for beking
powdar. The fragments were probably part of the 1id. Tin (i.e. sheet iron)
conteiners date well back to the 1820's in this country and a feQ years a&r-
Tier in £agland and France.

The brass hooks and eyes date from the period 1840 to 1860,

Marble - This Is a glazed, fired clay marble of a grade just above
the common unglazed marble, commwonly known as @ crocky.

The cloth fragments, aside from those with patterns, might be from

any period. The patternzd pleces indicate the period 1840 to 1860,

Summary - Burlel number 5 appears to be about ths oldest. At least
it contained the oldest dafinitely datable material, | 2. the brass milltary
buttons. ([t may date from the 1840°'s.

Burial number 10 seems to have been the most prolific Interment,
Judging by the besds, in association with the 1856 bronze coln this burial
falls within the very late 1850's and carly 1860°%s,

Burijal number 11 falis into the same perlod as burial number 10,



