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SUMMAl1.Yand CONCLUSIONS

From vrha t we know about the kind of artifacts found here we can conclude

that this is a late His t.or i c Star;e burial. This period cover Lng the years of

ahout 1860 to 1880, A.D.
The approximate time of burial can be narrowed somewhat by the minimum

da t,e for the appearance, as trade ;:;oods, of some of the items recovered. One

of the marc accurate dat iru; objects is Glass trade beads. Change s in mcthods

of manufacture. and styles occured about every 20 years during the lOt!l and

19th centurieso

Of the some 30,000 beads found at the Capr ock Site, all are sma Ll, seed

beads, and are characteristic of the late 19th century trade beads in the

southern Plains area. These seed beads were undoubtedly sewn on cLot.h.ing,

and containers, such as bags and the avvl case, to form designs for ornamentation •
•

Violl over half of these beads were of the translucent coLors which became pp
popular about 18700

Many years before this date, genuine silver ornaments like those from the

burial were being made for Comancho and Ki.owa Indians by IJ:exicclDsilver smi t.hs

noar- fl,YHJ present lJ Silver City, New Mexico.

r;errru'3.Dsilver, in sheets,wes first acquired from Charles Vlhitacre, a trader,

when he .vi.s i.t.ed their camps in the summer of 1866, and was still in use ut the

t i r;e ·~nJians of the southern P'Lai.nswcr-c placecl en their r-csor-va t icn in lE7S 0

in this area
Since the Indians 'were mostly on the r-un during the mid 11370"s as they

were being pressed by white imnigrants, and pursued by the UoS. Cavalry, it

.i.s doubtful t.ha t. an Indian WOITlancarryinf:; this much ornamentation would have

been this area very much after the year of 18700 The minimum elate for the

appear-ance of translucent seed beads would also be near H3700

The pat.ho.l ogy r eport on bones of t.ho [skeleton indicate a f'erna lo of about

23 to 25 years of age at the time of dea th , No definite cause of' death can

be determined" Indications are that the person could have been in Good health,

and hod reco.ve:I'~d.from severe inj1Try to rib.:::,. an~ t,o the

evidence at hand it is likely th~t the womanwas a well":'t.o-ao Comanche ;;rnd1.an.
. ~.


