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Specimens from the Caprock Site can generally be scrted into

two major categeries: personal paraphornalla and horse trappings.

One finzer ring was rocovered from the site.,. 1b is a strip
of genuine ai1vo#aoanur’nﬂ 17om in langbh,Omn ab the widost part

and Gapors Uo 3mm ab enoh end, lotehos are cub along the adgas
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»abouz loam anNarG..
34x brass bubbons wore oxeavated, The {ace is made of brass
and the baclt and shonks are made of iren. Theso alx tuttons are
rusted in such a way as to'indicate they had boon tled together
and carsried as possible oxbra ornamentz., They messure Ymn in
diamoter, Tners are uo ftdentifing marks cn them ea ©o pessible

manufacturods mamo.

Eloven oilver bangles are represented and nine are oomplobe.'
Plve have leather in the center and five also have omrpuvod linoa..'"

Three with horizontal lines ~nd two with vert tical lines,. Aopeav-

ae) 3

antly theso wore cul from pro-decoratod sheol wmobal bhou rolied

inbo cono shapo banglos, Lengths range from llmm %o 13mm,

.

Twenty sllver oylinders wore found, Pifteen arwv completd
with Gen having odgos that are flush snd five adrgos that overlap,

Lenzth range from Ym: to 2hwem and ranze {rom 3ma to Lmn in diameter,
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)Indicnsions are that an attsmot was madeo to oopy the genuine silver
ornamants with Ga?mﬁn_ﬂilvav, Thaere are crudely made ornements which
resombhle thoge made of zenmuing silver. Red oanlico wag found atteche
ad Lo soms of thé Germen ailver ornaments which might Indicaete they -
wore 5S1o0d anto %he laanthoer sﬁrapm o’ 2 bridle or the calico might

havo beon ornamnengal danglod,

37,

t RS and 7
Gopwan sllvor was acgalrad shoub 1945 and was still in use by the

JouShorn laing Indlans whon thoy woro piaged on tnelr rogervations

in 13750 i ‘
In visw of She rlohness of %he offerings in the burial, wo

conoludoe that this was 1lhislir 2 wall-5a=do or nitaly thaught of

person who was burled adbout 1070,

Pron the type of artifachs found, the lmcabion}chosen goylbur;?;i

, , ’ S Siniiiang :
and tho nrobable Limo of vurial, wo concivin thls was mO9C LLE

a Comancho,
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There are two beads made from unidentified shell, One meas-
ures 50mm in length and tapers from Smm o 7mm in diameter., A
"portion oﬁ ons other bead maasuming lqm in length and 7mm in dia-

moter was racovaered.

Twonty-two maotal conchas were found. Seven aro made from
genuine silver and fifteen are made from German silﬁer. Six are

,belived to nave beon on horse tranpings and sizteen uied es per-
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sonal adornment,

The genuine sllver conchas range from 2imn to 68mm in diameter,
One is hand enzraved and hss two "D" shaped cut-outs 1ln the center.
Three afe crnamented with cuis arbund the odzes abouﬁ lmm iﬁ length,
and lmm anart, Throe are solid with convex fsces and b=d a shank

sgderod on the bhack,
b 5 L

_The German silver conchas range from 30mm to 95mm in diesmeter,
a Eight have D shape cut-outs for attachment, hwo nhad shanks sodered
to the back, one has a single hole in the centar,. two have perpforations

on opposing edges , and two have rectangular shane cut-outs,
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There nréfly brass bracelets, ers sll more or less ovai anape and made fPom-
four siz?s of brass wire, 70 are compiete, il still remain on Ché loft
foroarmi//th The {lesh &3 nreserved under the bréaeleta. The béaceleta
range from 0mm to HGhmm in dlaneter, b7 have bean‘ﬁﬁmméred flat on
the sides snd seven are wmade from round wire. The 28th bracelet

‘from the distal ond of theo left forearm has been decoratod with notche
os cut or flled across the extorior face, The nptches are 1lmm to 3mm

arart,
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Appearantly the braceleta wore bent around the arm end worn

continually,

'Two‘mirvora waro rocovored from tho biba, On? is oval";hépo;f
and measures S5lmm by H6mn and 13 1imm thiok. Indicébions;avo that
it had a wood frums and nossibly leathor around 1% ab one bame.

.The othor mirpor 1s reotanhuaar shapod . wich tne gLaus maasurzng

13em by 2hem and L 13 4mm talck, The frame is made of wood and moasures
ot B s I e

chom by 300n snd 48 2onm thick. The fremo 1s da_corated with three
slzna of brasa tacka, Thoe {ront (sse haa 74 backs atill in place
along with 10 taok points and 85 noles where tecita hed been at bno

time, & large oortion of tho beck has doberiorated but 1ndioaclons

" '{:mJ dre )y LacKs  And 14 Leleg s Ani Ancty . fw({_p.,

ave that it was once aolid.,,mne @1&39 was Beld in vilace by thirteen
. >V~" C/é»-‘l ,7,(/(_/4; P

tharna,,aeven on one side and 9ix on the othor, leven of cnq thorng

at1ll remaln broken off even with tae edge of the framo, The remain-

1ng nortion of the taorns éanga from Hum to 18mm in length,

C%%ﬁ bolta #e5%& rocoverad, Géé is made of comneroially tanned

A;QQGIGP waich 13 covered on the front nhd nart of che buou wibh

two algos of Joruan allver bands., 7Tae large banda nave tiaree noteues . .

cut on each end., The ornament on tite tip of this belt is made of

g@nﬁiho eilver. Tobal longth bf the bolu is 70cm and width ia 2&om.
- The other bolt is commerdfially tannsd leubhegﬂbo which possibly

'elgns Gorman a3ilver vcnchas ware abtached, quﬂdgnchaa aro festened

50 a leather astrap with bucksikin thongs.



* An iron awl measuring 79mm 1n lenzth was found.

An awl P ﬁade of comerically bannad l@athafani‘méaaurégg‘:
about 130mm in lengih was excaVuu@i. Tary of two rows of smell
wnlte seod beads still remain along the 80, Ingzoagion§ are thqvp Gz
vero baﬁda ull along tho seam abt one tima, Baadfimp§éhélbnﬁféa'bhd”9
oppoaibe. side s row of beads sew

decoration., It has fringe on the Ltoo and lower ond walch is decorated

with four sllver bands clamped around it and one smell "3" shaped

ohain 47 on the end of each astrand of fringe. - S

Evlience of &Ltwo bridieu sud one Indlan made sa.dle wore recov-
ored. This includes two zirth bucklesa, Ae,snring “émm in Jiameber,“
Tgo saddle rings memsuring 55w in diameBer, two aaddle acivrqps
mﬁde from lrvon whioh do‘not matoh, part of a saddlo ﬂovn made of
sof't wood an& decoratad with brass: uacka.v we alro found one ‘A
-bnanish rin; bit dnd one hand f{crged, mouium pors. murb bib, four
rivets ongainiﬁg frazments of leather, four amal;%buchea,ftnaaofnra*M“'
made of iron and cne 1s uade from brass, and a largo amount of chain
with " 3 " ahaped linla, 8&&@1& ernamonts made from gmhgihb'and

-

Gorman a31lver wers found. o v M g
vzt '

In the zenufine silverithere ors fivo matoned paips and two walch do

not matca,Ta28¢ ornnuents are .eazravad wisth a " rooker abamp,

4900?3319“9 Ono of those ornawsnts has part of a cnaiq runbed 1n che,~»

loon on one evd, It ia nrobablo that:, these ornamonts were on tne bvidki

with the 3Spanish ring bit,




More than 30,000 zlasss tr:de beads ranging in size from lmm %o
p Legpreler ‘
3mm 4n length -nd 2mm to hmm in Tdth were reoover@d. Inore are

oight 11ff@r@n* colora anl five jlf?eranu 91593. Th@wa are f1Va,

slzes of anaque white, four sizes .gfgj»of blue, bthreo slzes of rod,
bwo aizns of burjuolsa color, two siges of branalncant green, oneo
aiza of tpansluaent aquamarlna, qud slze of ombnr wnJ one @1ngla

black baed, Fore Ghan 1alf of the boads are of che 1@39 hranalu-
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Droessed animal skins are rapresonted by {ragmonts of ¢ hoaqg
hide which nossibly represents a buffale robe., There &s also a
fragmanﬁ of »nrobable dreassed deer akin . Part of the beadwork

85111 remalins on this fragmont and indications are that the lasy

atlitch was uged,
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SUMMARY o ZONOLU3IONS

Tha Caprock 3ito is bolived Lo be one of the richest nineteenth
gontury burials recertod in the 3oubhweat'ﬂagion.'vﬁll of the artifac?®
r egoversd {rom uhe 3160 are identifiable as nosaible persqhnl i
posasessiong, |

Tho sitelota) romains roavrosont a Cemalo about 23 So 25 yoars
of age ab théfﬁiﬁéléf denth, The cause of 1eﬁth.@g§ not been deter-

rminod. Indiocationa ara that *he poraon could hﬂve‘béén in good hoalth

TR AR i N L I . g S o R

at tho time of death, having rocovored fﬂ@m qo?o*a lnjvvv to pert of”

the lower ribs on the loft aside and te tae inner face of the 3rd,
Lth, and 5th Lunbar vartebvea,

The teoelh are in almost norfeot condition, showing vavy little
woay and no sbain, :

The preseonce of the ikxinil of artifacts foﬁnd 1ﬁ the Caprock Site
voins to a late stage historle Indian burlal, These arfilfacts include -
Wonuine nnd German silver ornamnnba, brass nruna‘@ba, glass trado
benla, nirrors, and iron horss trajpincg, An oxcellent state of
preaervgtion o? flmsh, bone, . leabthor, . aloth Qnd wcoi wnioh lay in
6onJﬁotipn w151 brass or other mobal ob jeats, b@ocmlmq 1mﬂrewnutod
with copnar 3alts, 13 rmach in evidence. \ s i

An approximate %ime for burlal can be narrowed somewarat by tne
minimunm date for the appoarasnce as trade goocds of some of the 1teia
recoverod, One of the more nccurate ddting objects are bhe glass
branaiuoeﬁt beada, ©Of tne some 30,000 neads found at tho @aprock
31te, over half ape of the translucent varioty which beqnmo popular‘

with the Soubthern Plains Indlans about 1870,




. and" hdd recovered from severe injury to fibs,vand

SUMMARY and CONCLUSIONS

Froﬁ what we know about the kind of artifacts found here we can conclude
that this is a late Historic Stage burial. This.period covering the years of
about 1860 to 1880, A.D.

The approximate time of burial can be narrowed somewhat by the minimum
date for the appearance , as trade zoods, of some of the items recovered. One
of the morc accurate dating objects is glass trade beads. Changes in methods
of manufacture and styles occured about every 20 years during the‘18ph and
19th centuries. .

Of the some 30,000 beads found at the Caprock Site, all are small seed
beads, and are characteristic of the late 19th century trade beads in the
southern Plains area. These seed beads were undoubtedly sewn on clothing,
and contairers, such as bags and'the awrl. case, to form designs for ornamentation,
#ell over half of these beads were of the translucent colors which became ﬁﬁ
popular about 1870,

lany years before this date, genuine silver ornaments like those from the

‘burial were being made for Comanche and Kiowa Indians by Mexican silver smithe

near #H# present £7 Silver City, liew Mexico.
ierman silver, in sheets,was [irst acquired from Charles Vhitacre, a trader,
4

when he visited their camps in the summer of 1866, and was still in use at the

time Tndians of the southern Plains were placed on their reservation in 1879,

v in this area
Since the Indians'were mostly on the run during the mid 1870's as they

were being pressed by white immigrants, and pursued by the U,S. Cavalry, it
is doubtful ﬁhat an Indian woman carrying this much ornamentation would have
been this area very much after the year of 1870, The minimum date for the
appearance of translﬁcent seed beads would also be near 18700‘

The pathology report on bones of the skeleton indicate a femqlo of about
23 to 25 years of age at the time of death, No definite cause of death can

be determined. Indications are that the person could have been in good health,

to' they back’ bone
evidence at hand it is likely that the wcman was a Well—tQMdofComanche

bl
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