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MINVESOTA TRADE MATERIAL

FROM A BURIAL AT SHAKOPEE

by
GEORBE FLASKERD

Trade material can be of considerable value to the archaeologist
“in that it offers & means for approximating the time thet Indian habitation
8ites woere ocoupied. It can also be usod, within limits, of course, to de=
termine the time of buriel when it is found associated with skeletal remains,
In the southwestern part of the Unitcd Stetes eccurate dating within the
past century or two can often be done by means of tree ring chronology in
which thc width of the onnual rings of cxisting trees arc correclated with
those of timbers and picces of wood found in ruinss This is out of the
question in Minnosota as our climatic conditions are such that wood oxposed
to the clemonts, or buried in the ground, lasts for only a rclatively short
longth of time, Thorefore, the writer is of the opinion that a study of .
trade material, with spocial emphasis on the time of manufacturc as well as
when it was traded to the Indians, offors great possibilitics,

When trade material is found associanted with objocts thot are us=
unlly considered to be prehistoric, such as stono implemonts, we are safe in
assuning that they ere representative of an early historic period,or a period
of transition between prehistoric and historic times. If wo have inforne
etion &s to the dates of manufacture of the trade material; or when it was
traded, wo arc in a position to say, with some degree of certainity, about
when o camp site wes occupied or when a burial occurreds

Investigation made on various habitetion sites in the state have
ghown that not ell are strictily prehistoric or historics In many cases
sites that were undoubtedly originally prehistoric were 2lso occupied by In=
dians during historic timess In tho arca adjacent to the Twin Citics three
types of sites have been differentiated; those that are unguestionably pre-
historie, those that cre historic, end those in which there is o mingling of
prehistoric and historic materialsy The writer will describe some interes=
ting objects found on 2 burial site in Ssott County, Minnesota, and how these
objects were used in dating the sites

Thesc burials, which were apparently made in coffins constructed
of wood, were investigated some years ago, though not by the writer,who took
the opportunity rocently to make a record of the objects found before they
became scattered and their archeaeological value lost for all time, as is all
too often the casee ! ‘The plates accompanying this paper show most of the
articles found, which were in all likdihood prized possessions of Sioux Ine
dians who probably word nembers of the Shokopee band.

Most of the objects found’'word very likely of E\nglish manui‘acture.
The kress buttons wpre, o running fox de51gn which™is a. cho.ro.cteristic of
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TRADE MATERIAL FROM GRAVE SITE
SCOTT COUNTY = MINN.

@ @ DPES/I6n

LL
£8 BRASS BELLS 8 BRASS BUTTONS

RUNNMWNG FOX DESIGN

a THE SE WeRE ATTACHAD
YO BROWN FELFT CLOTH

EAR R/NGS

u
16 ROUND ASS
SILVER OWN COPPER / G4 @

! BEADS (NUMEROUS)
BucKkLES ,,;5 g::rng:fy- DARK RED COLORED
S/iLveRr AMBER COLORED

I CoOMpLETE
O PARTS OnNLY

[ 1 O == @ —  conmmo O
SHELL TUBULAR BEADS e tirt CoLof  SRERM TALOR
(MUMEROU S)  WRIERS GLpws — ROUNG SLAwe

, BEALS (NUMRROUS) (Numenows)

ENGL/ISH
STAFFORD SHIRE WARE
DESIGN BLUE
NOMANDLE TypPeE CUP

J/CAL
BeveE R/8S

\ \ Slu

¢ s , SLIGHY LY
, Qg MAKERS QO CAvED
24 ST MAR K
B Q _L &3
NN .
v K
u 4
Q9

PLAN Lo/{//vé AT

HALF BO”""OM!OF cup
SECT7T/AN
GEORGLE PLASKERD FuLL S/IZES

o B i e R Ry P R GNP T S A P

- 100 =




many articles traded to the Indians by the Hudson's Bay Campany. A blue
Staffordshire ware ocup was found as well as a soup plate, not shown in the
drawings, of the soame ware, This plate isa 8=3/4 inches in diometer with a
depth of 2~1/4 inches and bears the mark of Je and G, Meakin, The writer
escertained that this English firm commenced moking this ware for the Amere
ican trade about 1845, The small doll with hood, os well as the detached
doll arms and leg, and the amall child’s play oup, might yield interesting

information if exomined by a spocialist in this field though none showed any
marks whereby the manufecturer might be identified. The pipe is of intere
est ns are the United States ocoins since their dates are logible, « 1852,

1853 and 1856, Two metal spoons, two metel ocups one of which wos a drinke
ing cup, @ bress watch chain, 34 assorted glass beads, a mmber of square
- iron ntils that were machine mede and that may have come from the coffins,
12 human teeth, and part of a human skull were also found. None of these
aerticles aro shown in the drawings. There werc no stone implements found
with the buriels,

The writer thinks that his study of the materials mentioned in
this work is an example of what con be accomplished in the way of dating the
time burials were made, or comp sites were occupied, though he recognizes
the fact that not im 2ll cases cre coins with legible dates availeble, He
is of tho opinion that the burinls were made shortly after 1856,

The writer is very gratoful to Mossrs, Fred K. Blossing, Jr,, and
John Schoffman for the opportunity to oxamine the material used in connection
with this work, and to the Art Departmont of the Minneapolis Public Library
for assistance in obtaining information relating to the china plate bearing
the nome of the makors

TRADE BRACELET OF THE MIDDLE I800'S

This brass trade bracelet was found
in an Indian grave at the old Shak~
opee village =cite, Scott County,
Minnesota in 1940, Elof Wedin of
Minncapolis, Minnesota sccurcd this
picce from one of several greves
situnted on his farm near the junce
ture of Eegle Creek and thc Minne=
sote River, This specimen, cove
ered with green patina, was of the
characteristic style worn by the
Santee Dakota Sioux about 1850,
The Sioux Treaty at Mendota, 1851,
resulted in the rapid removel of
2ll these peoples to the Yellow Med=-
icine Agency on the Upper Minnesota
River, (The pioce is now in the
writer's possession,)
Harvey Soulen
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