European Glass ITrade Beads of the
Spanish Mission Period, Florida

John T. Penman

May, 29, 1972

Manuscript on File, Division of
Archives, History and Hecords
Management, Bureau of Historic
Sites, Tallahassee, Florida.

' |.\.



European Glass Trade Beads of the
Spanish Mission Period, Florida

For several years, studies have been done on sixteenth
and seventeenth century glass trade beads. Chronologles
have been established in the east, particularly in north-
eastern North America (Pratt, 1961). However, few regions
of North America offer such a wealth of information as the
area of the Southeast that was once occupied by Spanish
missionaries. The mission chains were established in north
Florida and south Georgia, and are well documented. These
sltes are so well recorded that a time period for the Spanish
of about 1633 to exactly 1704 has been established in Boyd
Smith and Griffin (pp. 6, 12).

Four of these Spanish mission sites have yielded trade
beads which, with the known dates of the mission chalns,
will be an ald in dating beads from undocumented sites. The
purpose of thle paper, therefore, is to record all of the
known types of the area, and to tle these types into an estab-
lished classification system.

The sample used in this study does not contain all
of the beads recovered from the mission sites, but does '
represent all of the types found. The sites which contain

this material are: San Luls de Talinali, San Cosmo y San



¢ o

LL

Glass Trade Beads from Spanish Mission

Chart 1

Period Sites, Florida

; Sit Provenience Reference as Sample
Pype e to Type Size
Igi18S 8Le 120 Burial 18 New 10
IIalVs 8Je 1 F.S. 59, 65 Kidd 175
I1IalM 8Je 1 F.S. 59, 65 New 6
I1IabM B8Je 1 F.S. 23 Kidd 1
I1Ia7VS 8Je 1 F.S. 59, 65 Kidd 15
IIa8M 8Le 152 Burial 11 Kidd 1
11a11VS 8Je 1 F.S. 59, 65 Kidd 1
IIal11S 8Je 1 F.S. 59, 65 New b4
IIa13M 8Le 120 Burial 2 Kidd 1
IIa17VS 8Le 152 Burial 11 Kidd 311
I1Ia26 8Le 152 Burial 11 Kidd 3
- I1a28M 8Le 120 Burial 2 Kidd 1
! . 1Ia31M 8Le 120 Burial 2 Kidd 28
ITa31M 8Le 152 Burial 11 Kidd b
.. I1a368 8Le 152 Burial 11 Kidd 1
IIa36M 8Le 152 Burial 11 Kidd 21
I1Ia36L 8Le 120 Burial 2 New 1
IIal3Vs 8Je 1 F.S. 59, 65 Kidd L
IIal4vs 8Je 1 F.3. 59, 65 Kidd 70
IIaks 8Le 4 F.S. 83 Kid4d 1
IIa55S 8Le 152 Burial 11 Kidd b
IIa55M BLe 152 Burial 11 New 4
IIa55M 8Le 120 Burial 2 New 1
IIa58VsS 8Je 1 F.S. 59, 65 Kidd 1
»#% TI1b18M 8Le 120 Burial 2 Kidd 5
- naw 5L ID39 8Le 120 Burial 2 Kidd 1
ri2s0IIDS3I 8Le 120 Burial 2 Kidd 12
5 1 4o IID56 8Le 120 Burial 2 Kidd i
IIb'? 8Le 120 Burial 2 Kidd 3
IIc'3 8Le 120 Burial 2 New 1
i 18 o el | 8Le 120 Burial 18 New 13
1Ik63 8Le 152 Burial 11 New 1
w Chs 3]t
¥ IVk4 ~ B8Je 1 Unknown Kidd 1
. G- WIVK6E 0w 24 BLe 152 16E/35S Kidd 1
~WIbl 8Le 120 Burial 2 Variation 1
of Kidd
-+ WIIIb1VS B8Je 1 F.S. 59, 65 Variation 1
of Kidd
WIIIb6 8Le 152 Burial 11 New 2



Note to Chart 1

Kidds' abbreviations have been followed here and are
very small= VS, small= S, medium= M, large= L.

Koman numeral one (I) signifies beads with cut, unmodified
ends, II designates beads with ends which have been
rounded after cutting, III is polycrome beads wilth
unmodified ends, IV stands for polycrome beads with
rounded ends.

The prefix letter "W" signifies that the bead was wlre
wound .

Arablic numerals indicate color as based on Taylor, Helen
D., et al, editor, Descriptive Color Names Dictionary,
Chicago.




Chart 2

Kidd Type Other Type Probable
Name if any Time Span
IIalVs 1625~ %
ITa?7vVs 1650-1701&1
I1Ia8M 1570~ 3
ITal3M 1025—1637u
IIa17Vs 1650-1704
I1Ia26 1660-1710
1Ia368 1650-17257
IIa36M 1595-1710
1Ial3VS and IIablvs 1660-16778
IIb18M Gooseberry 1570-1595?O
1700-180011
I1Ib'7 171u-1892
c.1760 13
IVk3 1570-15?&
WIbl Tallahasseehatchee 1700
Transparent Dexhedral
WIITb6 Seven Oaks late 16"cent. ;g

Gilded Moulded

lpratt, p.9.
2Morrell, pp.73, 81.
3Pratt, p. 10,
uMorrell. pp. 73, 81.

5Pratt, De 12.

6Morrell. pp. 70, 81.
?Plaff y P 9a
8

Pratk, pi 12.

9Pratt, P« 8.

early 17thcent .

10
DeJarnette and Hansen, p. 58.

11
Gregory & Webb, p. 19 no. 15.

12

13Pratt. Pe 7
14

Duffield & Jelks, pp. 47, 80.

DeJarnette and Hansen, p. 58

and plate 13 no. 36.

15Goggin, Pa 21,
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Damian de E;Eambe, San Pedro y San Fablo de Patall and San
Juan de Aspalaga, here after referred to as San Luis, Escambe,
Patale and Aspalaga respectively. These sites have been
recorded as 8Le4 for San Luls, 8Lel20 for Escambe, 8Lel52
for Patale and 8Jel for Aspalaga and all are in what was
known as the Apalachee Province.

In all, the sites ylelded 35 types or variations of
types from a sample size of 715 beads. The classification
system used here 1s that established by Kidd and Kidd in
1970. The system basically organizes beads on a basis of
technology rather than on descriptive terms or manufacturing
areas as have been used Dy many arthors in the past. The
Kidd system relies primarily on number of steps involved
in the production of each individual bead. Shape, size,
color, and nature of the glass are also taken into account.
The Spanish material has ten new types or variations of types
other than those established by Kidd and Kidd. These are
indicated as such on Chart 1, and they will be dealt with
in greater detall below.

Several of these 35 bead types are present at other
sites. By studying chronologles which are present in other
areas, then perhaps some time markers can be established
within the mlssion perlod, and used to discern relative time
relationships between sites. The following (Chart 2)
i1s a sketch of these types which appear in other geograph-

ical areas and have definite time spans.



3

From the above information it can be seen that only
seven of these types could possibly differentiate "early"
or "late" mission sites. Of these seven, similar types
have been found at Childersburgh, Alabama. "Childersburgh
Opaque Blueﬂis similar to, if not the same as Ila36, and
according to Woodward, has an indeterminable date.16 Types
IIa43 and 1lal¥4 are similar to those found at Woods Island,
Alabama, and suggest a continuation until at least 1715.17

Bead types IIa26, IIaliM, Ila?, 1Ial?7, and WIIIv6 may
be relative time indicators within the mission period of
1633-1704, Further analysis of all beads recovered to
date may find that these five types are time markers.

The presence of types IIbi8M, IVk4, IIb'? and WIIIbb
will 11l in a time gap in one case and indicates the
presence of the others in the New World at a time earlier

than has previously been indicated. A revision of Chart 2

appears below (Chart 3)-

Chart 3
Type Revised Dates
IIa1Vs 1625~
IIa7VS 1650-1704
I11a8M 1570~
IIal3M lggg—iggz
IIal17Vs 1 -
IIing 1660-1710
I1Ia36S 1650-1725
II1a36M 1595-1710
IIal3Vs 0-
nauevs - iiio 12:2(1596 1632)
b18M - -
= ¢ 1633-1800 4
4 1660-1704(1705-171
cage 1714-1803

16DeJarnette & Hansen, p. 58

1?Morrell, pp. 73, 83



Chart 3(cont'd.)

Type Hevised Dates
IVk3 1570-1595(1596-1632)
1633-1704
WIbl 1700-1704 (1705-1713)
17%&-1803
WIIIb6 Late 16%Nto Early 17th
Century

Note: 1IIal3VS and IIal4VS have been combined for
dating purposes since there 1s little difference
in color between the two and could be due to varia-
tions in the glassmaking procedure as indicated by
Kidd and Kidd (p. 50).
IVk3 has been used in place of IVk4 for the
same reason.
As previously stated there are ten types/variaties
present at the Spanish mission sites and not recorded
by Kidd. Some of these variations are differences only
in size from the established types, and do not need to
be discussed in great detall. They are IIalM, IIalilS.
ITa55M and IIa36L.
The following is a description of those types which
((/ e ' i '
vary in manufacture from those alreadyAby Kidd. Type 1IglS
is represented by ten beads. This group has not undergone
any apparent remelting to achleve rounded ends. They are
characteristicly black, opague, irregular in shape and
have seven facets. Length 5-6 mm, height Smm.
Bead IIc'3 is ultramarine in color and clear. Initially
it was a square tube which was twisted, then heated. It
has been assigned to thlis type to correspond to Kidd's

type Ic'3 because of general shape and color. Length 7mm.,

height Smm,
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Type I1k63 is similar to Pratt's type 1. It is a

round, clear, teal green bead and corresponds to Kidd's
IIb53 in color. This bead has been flattened, and it
is similar to IIb55 in shape. Length 10mm., height 3mm.

Bead WIIIb6 is the type established by Goggin as
"Seven Oaks Gilded Moulded", and it is possibly wire
wound; 1t has alternating rows of incisions and punctations
running lengthwise. It is a clear gold color with a gold
wash, Length 5mm., helght émm. This 1s the same size as
those found at Lake Butler.18 One other example is stored
in the Florida Archive's type collection. This bead is
the same size as those above, and it was found at the
Phillip Mound, Marion County, Florida.

Bead type WIbl is recorded by DeJarnette and Hansen
(p. 58 and plate 13 no. 51) as Tallahasseehatchee Transparent
Decahedral. This bead 1s clear, oyster white with eight
facets. It is probably a wire wound bead.19 Length
10mm., width 10mm.

Bead type IIfl is a black, opaque multi-holed bead.
It hag 27-30 facets and could possibly be made from
jet or a hardwood.20 Length 11-13mm., height 8-9mm.

The bead described here as WIIIbl is simlilar to the
bead assigned to that type by Kidd. However, the green
areas are run into the white, and are not as well defined

as Kidd's example. Length 3mm., height Z2mm.

18Goggin. p. 21.

19Gregory and Webb, p. 18 and plate 1 no. 10.

OMorrell. personal communication.
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Beadhtypes Ig1S, WIIIbé due to the size of the sample,
are certainly varied types, and they hopefully will be
recorded in the Kidd master system in the future. If
and when more of these new types/varieties are brought to

light, they should likewlse be recorded.

This paper has attempted to record and make avallable
all of the bead types typical of the Spanish mission
period. It is hoped that these types will aid archaeologists
in dating those protohistoric sites which cannot be dated by

other means.
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