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EounTAlIN 0F YouTt PARK,

XWPORT ON THE INDIAN SITE AT THE ®POUITEIL CF—I05===, ST. AUGUSIIIE

The site now designated as SJ'-BZLI“ s located in the northeast corner U};’”_"”:j
of a lawn near the entrance of the "Fountain of Youth Park", The 1951 test— f £
ing, however, mcludea most of the 'bucnuy-onc acre development which may 4

o
be found on I-'Iagr\olie; ‘Avenue‘ at the foot of Myrtle Street in the city of ? %ﬁ/ﬂ
St. Augustine, Florlda. (recera.l Writers' Project, 1937, pe. 55.) This area
would fall ou'bs:Lde of the env1rons established for old St. Augustine, but
-within the area considered by some"to have been the lacation for "c/‘ae land— ° 77
ing of Ponce de I:e_on in 1513, (Anonymous, 1945) . y

; SUCIREY :

Although signs of ‘the Tndian océupation of this property were said »
to have been no‘blcea abou‘L 1870 by H. H. Williams, then owner, the c_léi‘i: ate ”
discovery of this village site and burial ground was made April 13, 1934. foon”

oy o uidilact Cany &7
{

(Pz@senu_oxmsp{ corm un_Lca"ﬂon Excavation was conducted by ir. Je. Ray
IS
Dickson who had participated in 'wc.lc.eolo cical work for seven years for
the University of Chicago and for the Diclkson lound luseum at L
o

I1linois (Dickson, n.d.). Mr. Dickson was contacted Yr, Walter B, Fraser

y 2
current owner of the property, and recommended by lMr. M. W. Stirling (Cor—

- - - - . b 5 - —7
munication from M. W. Stirling to Walier B. fraser, June 1934) . 6]“‘”6 )

o

Later in 1934, the work wes inspected by M. W. Stirling, Ghicf of
the BuFeaworimericamTthmotory, Smithsonian Institution, Waeshington, ZS.

Mr, Stirling examined six burials, especially mentioning four (uu.l.'?".l.... 18,
4
eats 0.

'n.d.). These included two fenale skeletons, one about um,nuy-oncA the

other of early middle age. He also mentions the remains of a ten year old

child and those of an adult male,
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-intehded to surround the entire burial ground.

'1935 that the upper levels of

three feet was "tipical kitchen micdden'.

)

Y. Vernon Lamre, then State Archeolorlct,, with two as
s

etents fron

the T211hassee office excava‘bed in 1935 on the site of the Indian villege s
near the burial ground. O
. i
CEMETARY
DT‘SCRI.. a...OT‘T OT\ J.II_J p.r::r
- .
‘The burial ground is near the edge of a salt marsh facing the open 0“'”(",“‘,)
o
4 IN‘..-(‘ '_~":'
bay,Lchkson, n, d.)! Sea level according to Mr, Dickson, was fifty-seven . = ~i.l.
’ wre
inches below the surfac /Sone of The burials zxe belovw high tide, Vater
i W
gave some trouble during the excavation and adds to the difficulty of
A
s oD D
preservation of the reiize in sitsu.
comdoney
The main portion of 'bhe 838 covers an acea forty by eighty feet in _
z ‘ 7
‘the northeast corner of a2 \lawn ¢xtending over an azcre and a half on the 5
_\\*.AA e iealpaieriny —
"Fountain of Youth" grounds. addition, 2 trench was begun 1—:hm e
S e 2

At forty yards south of

the main part, skeletons were still being found (ﬁuido) . ’//
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The greauer part of the followi ng information concerning the c-.— &
G A SV

cavar,lon aARCCEINCATES %this site is taken from the field notes of I,
n

\\
{

A

Dickson, ané—Srem=ixigrensas, Any Muterial extracted from other sources

will be credited to j:hem.

Concerning the soil encoun’cered, r, Dickson speaks of the yellow,

undisturbed sand with a covering of darler earth, Mr, Lame rcpomcd in
soil to the depth of from ten inches To

At three feect he encountered

solid oyster sholl (Lamme, 1935)
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"L? unger ten inches of soil ha:&,becn disturbed by cultivation Iy ol _

/?ﬁe QQH‘.W of some bur.Lal., ha..,_bec-n— brought about by the

A

7 Af\/ R g{)‘\_._vl__g/;/(:/J<

setting of orange trees. The-present esvering, where .m:u...zmw&“ LS
o % :

grass and shrubbery.

N

A log structure has been built over the major concentraiion of
burials, which are left exposed as excavated. The/building is a ¢opy
of one pictured in the famous engravingd of Thedcore

4
/'- / / / / -

tur: -'irere made from Jacques”’Le Moyne's peintings oif/the Florida Idians

/

/of 1564. (Lorant, 1946, p. 30). /
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The area chosen to be excavated was forty by eighly feet, The-unitc -

vas—s-ten feet scuare, _Ui'th the zero line bigecting the oblong, the pro-

-~

¥
file was first pushggﬁnorth along the west half of the proposed area.
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Eig. 1. Dickson's Diagran.

r

The squares in the main excavation would seenm to have been numbered

in the following fashion: ‘ e

N

> [ ™ T 7 i :

3013|3012 30I1, 30L | 30 f 30?1? 302 3003

S e Tl |

20L3| 20L2{ 2001 20L | 20R | 20R1’ 2022 2083,
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10L3| 10L2 10L1§ 16L 10R ! 1@1—1’% 10R2 10?.3}
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Fig. 2. Number plan of ten foot scuares.



" much emphasis should not be placed on depths in individual cases.

quite a perlod of tme.../
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¢t )L Since tre burials are all presumably intentional and intrusive, too
It may

be conceded, however, that skeletons imposed on other relatively undis-

, X : .
turbed burials are laier in time., In this cemetary, there is a great deal 77
: N O

of evidence pointing to the use of the location as a burial ground over

\v

?

e ol”
The following-e=es=tshows the relative deothc of the sixty-seven
burials upon which the record was available,
)
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Since beads were more numerous at this place than in most Florida

™
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'sites, an attempt will be made to list and descrive then fully. Nany of oo
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- ihe beads were associated with the burials of.children and hgd, apparent-

-

ly, been around the neck. Although no siringing material remained, the

1)

position of the beads in series would suggest théir use as a necklace,
Burials sixteen and twenty-four both shell bteads and some mcde of glass.
f(I):i.ckson, n.d.)

There were two distinct tfypes of beads. 4’61/) The shell beads,
app;:Lrem';ly of Indian make, were either a small disc ground from shell
and perforated (Ibid) or a barrel shepe (Dickson, 1934, p. 6.j. The other

; type is déscribed by Mr. Dickson as "several kinds of manufactured beads,

no doubt traded to the Indians by Duropeans", (Dickson, n.d.) Elsewhere

= . he describes them as trade beads and of glass material., (Dickson, 1Y34, oD.

6 and 7.) According to statements made at the time of discovery, these beads

™ were yellow and blue. (Science Service, 1934.)

; r’/ f . ot P
7\‘ "'.; ; L_;_{'-.'f, f
However, upon personal ZJ:QS-:GL,*V:‘OIZ of beads p':c.;ervvc; fron the bur-

ials, the author of<hisnaper found them much more colorful and veried
¢ u\./oc‘r-‘?»w ~ L
g

o

than noted at the time D/ In the case of very small ana fragmeniary beads,

" . the numbers quoied below had to be estimated. Doubtless sone have been
gy T de'stroycd, others lost, These listed were eraomined ia-llax, 1351 both at
\the museun at the "Fountain of Youth" and, in the case of individual spe-

. cimens chosen for type study, at the Anthropdlogy Leboratory, University

of Florida,



TYPE

Seed beads

Gooseberry beads .

Cornaline d'Aleppo type

Chevron beads:

Polychrome beads of black, red and white.

Dark blue spherical

Dark blue ellipsoid

Light blue ovaloid

Rice like

Metal cylinders:

Clear glass ellipsoid

Anmber beads-

Jet bead

Shell beads-

Miscellaneous fragments
Amber :
Bright blue

‘Lavender
Others (nondescript)
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$AD3 FROM THE BURTALS

 Dark blue ellipsoid with red stripes
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DiESCRIPTION OF BEAD TYPLES

SHELL BEADS.

Sevehty—seven Indian shell beads are available for examination. %These
are now very cha.?.ky and apt to crumble at a touch. This u-n ter does not
doubt that many were not distinguished from the plen'tiflﬂ amount of shell
in the soil of the burials. Others saved at the time hove probably disin-

~ tergrated.

Be51des the oblate disc and barrel sk 1epes mentioned by Mr, Diclson,
there are vperical ellipsoid-circular, oblate-circuler and verious cylin-
der types.® The last two are generally the smaller, most being one-cighth
inch or smaller in diameter. The others range dovm from a three-eighths

inch diameter and/or profile.

AMBER BLADS.
Beads made of various guns are found in Indian sites but are not come—

3 councer—

mon.J(Orchc.rd 1929, pp. 75-76.) They were easily made, but this
’ i
acted by their, 1néur blll’ty. The examples from the burials at this site
: i

- vl

- = 4 FA

are oblate-circular in shepe. The larger of the tuo is about elevern—siz-
teenths inchec in diameter. “he smaller is about three-ecighths and, hav-
ing been split in half, reveals ite color as darl amber, The outer surface
of both is covered with a dun colored patina.

. METAL BEADS.

0, It may be assumed that item #4 in the Smithsonian report was included

-

the five metal cylinders now in the collection at the "Fountain of Youth!.

* Beclk, 1928, was used as the au’uhority for terms describing chepes.
—In }g;phenated discrlpmon" the first wor d ueno tes profile, tpe sccovd per—
imer,er. _ PP Cc i = ey ;
/ B = Auag A ) viath e <A /,':', A g Y o _AM :
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A1t hough identified as"I}urgpcm cheet coppcr ro_lec to form beads", there

is a\cha:ace that these are "tinklers" favored by the Indians as audible e e
=1 g e e
decoration on their garmentse. :
SEED BEADS.
The very common flattened sheres ( oblate-circular ¥movn as seed =
s A 0" ,\. f,-I(
beads were used for creatihg. des1Q"s and are rether small, fron a sixteen th Pt

P\
to an eigh’ch of an inch. Theyrwere-given and sold to the Indiens-in-ali—

pari.s;of—America—and_.wez:e.measu:c.ed_:'.n_blmchcs -strung-together.~{Orchard ,—

:L929~,‘pp. 82-&~89,), Although seed beads were made in practically eny colx

_ﬁ_.,—‘,.r
AT S

or MW\JMQ)BIHB, both light and dark, were the fashion

at the "Fountain of Youth'.. Some of the r_l.,ce%\aneous fragnents were prob-

e

ably from seed beads as they are in a fragile condition, crumbling at a

<

t‘éuch.

CHEVRON BEAD.

So called by manufacturers, they were also lmown as"star beads"(Or—
chard, 1929, pp. $3-85.) and sun beads (Beck, 1928, p. 65.). “he glass canes
from which these were made were built up of concentric layers of colored

-

glass.divided by opaque white glass worked into zigzags (chevrons) twelve

in number. ‘'he most common colorl-.o, beginning from the outer layer, is 7

~cobalt blue-vhite-brick red-white. There is sometimes another coloxr in

N

o
<

the center; at this site pale green. The size may vary from two and a hal
\inches to one-fourth inch in length. Those at the "Fountain of Youth"
ranged i:rgm 9ne—half inch to one—fcii*th iﬁch.. The thirty specin ".s examined
i on, Sk e e s gl e :
differed just as widely in shape, since they included barrel, cylind u’*?:::_'l.

and oblate forms. The larger specimens tended to be rather irregular. Al-
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though the perimeter is generally circular, the ends of the barrel sheped 47

' ’U C T
have theo-appearance—ofboing facetted, shaping to a2 pyramid at the per-

forations.

Chevron beads have been found in Europe and Africa as well as in

North A.merica" (Haldema.n, 1877, pp 302-305.) In I'To-:‘bh ;’Lmem ca, they have
been reported from Hawilkuh, Iew llexdico; Santa \.,c.mb.rbcra »' California; Lima,

————

N.. Y.; the Susquehannz; Ontario, Canada and Florida. (Orchard, 1929, §3-85.)
The Florida locations, as nown to this author, are Black Harmock ( Har—

"Seven Oaks Mound in Pinellas County (Ibid., p. 28.) and this site.

GOOSIBERRY BEADS..

Oblate-circular beads of clear glass wvere s‘briped with white to repre-

B

sem: googcberrles/ (Orcherd, 1929, p. 87) -These h‘..ve been found in Michi-

~—

gan and Louisiana. A Flor_Lda 1'i;e which reports specimens is the Coodénovw

Ixou.nd H:.ghlands Counuj, I‘lor d..~ (C**IJ. , & Smith, 1948, p. 29.) Those

at this site; F, of Y., measure about threc- sixteenths inch through the
= [ P

perforation and are slighily larger in diametler. INine of then are whole,

[E R 2]

ey 2l

mﬂe\. L F v VAT o2 \,,La
but there about twenty-five fragments. t is doubtful if the number would ;
’Jw\._{ i.w “ = 7)) Lu‘{ £ ’w»..ﬁ.‘ -(«/“ -,,?:!'\/,u«. " A /,

be grea’tlj recduced by joining- these. - o P

:
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TYPE RESEEBLING CORNALIIZ D'ALZPFO.

The true Cornaline d'Aleppo is "Indian red" with a center of green-

“ish black, yellow or white,! (Orchard, 1929, p. 87.) The"Fountain of Youth"

specimens are blue with a’white core but resemtle Cornaline d'Aleppo in form.

Th_e shape iIs oblate-circular with the vhite inner section extending into



 wbe porcelain, }

]
gnmgabs .
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view at each perforation, which is rather large. In fact the openning
oo ! - NS

extends over about half of the quarter inch diameter. Thirty-four were

saved from the burials.

JET BEAD.

" The single ézample found here is a faceted bead of the type called
Wwisted square! The five sided facets which poihb to one end are rotated
forty-five degrees with reference to the facets which point tad the othe£
end, in technical terms, a truncated tetragonal trgpezohedrog;(Beck, 1928,

pe 17)« The two opposing perforated facets are squares while the remaining

eight are pentagonal. The color, of course, is blaclk,

LONGITUDINAILY STRIPED BEADS.

These were found in two variations. Two specimens are black with thin

“
o}
(0
3
|t
Q
2
=
1
c*
13

B
£
[o)
|
¥
(0]
ck
0]
H

white stripes and broader red ones. The shape is
“of three sixteenth of an inch, The other is a red striped, dark blue, ellip-

soid-circular bead about a quarter of an inch long.

MISCELIANEQOUS GLASS BEADS. -
iersel = - E A QL 4
In addition to the beads dicussed above, there yex=e others of less
striking appearance., Five are dark blue spherical beads., Alcso darl blue
is one ellipsoid. Another of the same shape is clear glass. Two a bit

irregular as to perforation are generally ellipsoid-circular in light

blue, Fifteen, which are about the size and shape of rice grains, nay



